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Minutes of the meeting of 
SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL  

held in the Library at Cliff House, Salcombe 
at 6.30pm on Wednesday 23rd March 2022   

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT   * - Attendance; A- Absent; N - No Apologies Received 
Cllr Mrs N. Turton – Mayor (in the Chair)   * 
Cllr M. Fice  * 
Cllr Mrs C. Bricknell A 
Cllr R. Moore  * 
Cllr Mrs L. Sinnott  A 
Cllr I. Hatch  * 
Cllr M. Payne  N 
Cllr Miss D. Ward  A 
Cllr P. Lafferty-Holt A 
Cllr R. Whitfield   * 
Cllr A. Jurkiw  A 

 
Also in attendance: 
Dist Cllr Mrs J. Pearce                                                           *  
Dist Cllr M. Long   * 
Cty Cllr R. Gilbert   * 
Gill Claydon (Clerk) * 
Pete Robinson (Cemetery Manager and Project Officer)        *  
Kingsbridge Gazette reporter            A 
WPC Jo Pengilly             N 
  

 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members were invited to acknowledge any declarable interests, including the nature and 
extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  Cllr 
Fice declared an interest in application 0363/22 being a near neighbour. 
 

 OPEN FORUM 
County Councillor Report – Cty Cllr Gilbert had forwarded emails from County regarding 
Ukraine and updates which noted many people, with some from Salcombe, were wanting to 
offer assistance.  With regard to the North Sands rock fall County had looked at this but it was 
District matter.  There had been a lot of emails on Beadon Lane to gain a better understanding 
of this section of highway and what could be done to slow vehicles.  He thanked the Mayor for 
the invitation to the HMS Magpie visit and noted he had spoken to the MP about his 
attendance.  For the Crab Fest County was dealing with some street closure notice 
amendments with John from Malborough but highways was co operating to improve the 
closure notices.  On Free Port the bigger picture was that County was working with District 
Council and Plmouth City Council on this huge subject.  They were spending a vast amount of 
time on it and media would be picking up on the upset within the politics of Plymouth which 
had altered the political dynamics and everyone would have to see where it went from here.  
Plymouth was aware of some changes but they wanted to get things moved along with South 
Hams District and County.   
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Cllr Hatch raised the issue of Salcombe Swimming Pool and the boundary to their land that a 
neighbour had taken and placed a gate in the fence. He understood she was installing another 
gate and Cllr Hatch did not understand how this land could be ‘grabbed’.  Cty Cllr Gilbert 
advised he and the Mayor had met up there and believed that action was being taken but Cllr 
Hatch felt nothing had been done.  Salcombe Town Council was asked to write requesting an 
update and he would send this onto assets.  He had assumed from over two years silence that 
the matter was settled.  Cllr Moore suggested that County grass cutting should go in and 
maintain it firstly.  Cllr Hatch advised that the property owner had built on County land.  Cllr 
Fice noted work at Brewery Quay at Island Street.  A Road Closure the previous week was 
supposed to last for one day but it was closed all week.  The previous day to this meeting they 
closed Island Street all day as there was a great line of 22 cement lorries going in all day 7a.m. 
to 7p.m.  Cty Cllr Gilbert advised that firstly Adam Keay, as the highway officer, should be asked 
whether an extension was given.  It was noted that the week closure appeared to be Western 
Power who kept the road closed and did not seem to understand applying for road closures.  
Under the highway powers a road could be closed if it was an emergency but this was not 
known to be.  Due to this all the properties in Island and Church Street did not get their waste 
collected.   
 
Dist Cllr Long noted that the Construction Management Plan for this site was limited to 10 
vehicles per day so he would ask the enforcement officer to look into this.   
Cty Cllr Gilbert left the meeting. 
 
District Councillor Report – Dist Cllr Mrs Pearce noted that Plymouth City, Torbay and Devon 
County were selected for one of the Government deals.  This would not change the structure of 
the councils but would apply to money that came down from Government and would mean 
they worked more together.  A Housing Task Force was being set up across the County as all felt 
if they spoke as one voice for Devon there was more chance they would be listened to in 
Westminster.  Consideration was being given to 200% council tax for second homes and there 
may be some facility to extending the current 70 nights letting required before going over to 
business rates. 
 
Brown bin service was commencing again the following week and some people who had two 
brown bins would only have one collected on the first round.  Collections in Salcombe would 
start Friday 8th April.  For this first collection FCC were upping the weight that the lift 
mechanism could cope with.  The Downsizing Grant had been increased to persuade people in 
housing association properties to downsize and hopefully free up family houses.  Now they 
would also step up the scheme to help people with purchase deposits if they were already in 
housing association houses so this purchase would also free up housing association rented 
property.  There was a payment for people in Band A-D to help with increased electricity 
charges.  This was not a council tax cut as people would get this automatically or by 
arrangement into an account for a refund but would not be paid as cash.   
 
Consultation was out on the District Climate Emergency Policy, Dev 32 and they were tightening 
up and people who put in for a knock down property and rebuild application needed to show 
how they could justify why they were doing this.  Dist Cllr Mrs Pearce suggested Salcombe 
should have a revision to their Neighbourhood Plan with a policy that restricted the size of 
rebuild increase by a percentage.  The Joint Local Plan group had been given £285,000 by the 
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Planning Government Department under the Engagement Fund to install an interative mapping 
tool to explore how community infrastructure was being used by Devon residents.  This was the 
largest grant given in the country.   
 
Dist Cllr Long agreed on all points covered and had nothing to add. 
 
Cllr Fice raised a matter as several people had concern as to what was happening at Hannafords 
Landing in Island Street as they had lost a lot of businesses along that street due to the private 
landlord raising the rent.  The local concern was that the owner would make these business 
properties unrentable and seek to turn them into housing.  Dist Cllr Mrs Pearce would flag this 
concern up with District property people as they had other similar instances where they could 
not get hold of the owner to seek to negotiate the rent.  Their district valuer or someone might 
be able to negotiate to assist.  Cllr Hatch stated that the original rents had not been increased 
since the property was built and now they were just catching up with what other businesses 
were paying in the building.   
 
New units along Batson were being built and during discussions previously town could was 
advised they would be for marine based industries particularly those ones that did not have any 
space currently.  Cllr Fice had been advised that one business leaving Hannafords Landing 
already had been allocated two units so he wanted to flag this up and make sure all units were 
allocated on the basis of who they were intended for in first place and not now to the highest 
bidder.  Dist Cllr Mrs Pearce explained that District could not reserve the units just for marine as 
there was no planning class for this.  So they had created a matrix as to what the town required 
so that it favoured marine use at the top of the tree.    
 
It was noted that Holly Cottage was granted planning permission and there was concern that 
the officer’s report illustrated double standards.   
 

 MINUTES 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd February 2022 were noted that on page 2 it should 
read ‘District Councillors’ instead of Housing Association officers’ before being approved to be 
duly signed by the Mayor as a true and correct record.    
 

 CO-OPTION 
No applications having been received this was dispensed with.   

 

 PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  
The following applications were duly considered, and such observations sent to the District as 
Planning Authority; 

• 4445/21/HHO Householder application for new dormer to dwelling 18 Westcotts, Main 
Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8GA – Response 31st March – No comment. 

• 0363/22/HHO Householder application for the installation of 12 solar panels comprising: 
5 panels on the inside south west facing roof and 7 panels on the south east facing roof 
26-27Victoria And Albert, Buckley Street, Salcombe, TQ8 8DD – Response 7th April – No 
comment. 

• 0442/22/FUL Front paved area made accessible for 1no additional car parking. 
Gardenhurst, Raleigh Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8BH – Response 7th April – No comment. 
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• 0572/22/FUL Regularise boundary treatment and window/door paint colour 
(retrospective).The Coach House, Lower Collaton Farm, Malborough, TQ7 3DJ – 
Response 7th April – No comment. 

• 0642/22/HHO Householder application for proposed garden storage building Bali Hai, 
Beadon Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8JS – Response 14th April – No comment. 

• 0649/22/FUL Application to remove fascia signage and replace with new signage, repair 
and repaint existing fascia, shop front and soffit. Repaint existing stall riser, repaint 
existing projecting sign, new A board 13 Fore Street, Salcombe,TQ8 8BU - Response 14th 
April – Objection as the proposed ‘A’ board was to be on a very narrow pavement and 
would force pedestrians out into the road.   

• 0650/22/ADV Advertisement consent to remove fascia signage and replace with new 
signage, repair and repaint existing fascia, shop front and soffit. Repaint existing stall 
riser, repaint existing projecting sign, new A board 13 Fore Street, Salcombe, TQ8 8BU – 
Response 14th April – Objection as the proposed ‘A’ board was to be on a very narrow 
pavement and would force pedestrians out into the road.   
 
CERTIFICATE OF LAWFULNESS 

PLEASE NOTE Evidence is required to either support or refute the claim that the 
land/building has been used for the purpose described in excess of the years stated 
below.  These applications are to be dealt with on the basis of factual evidence only. The 
planning merits of the use of the land/building do not fall to be considered. If, on the 
balance of probability, the careful appraisal of the factual evidence supports the claim, 
the District Council will be obliged to issue a certificate recognising the lawful use of the 
land/building. 

• 0475/22/CLE Certificate of Lawfulness for existing use of lower ground floor (basement) 
flat as a separate, independent dwelling Rendoc, Herbert Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8HW : 
Four Years - Response 4th April – No comment. 

• 0599/22/CLE Certificate of Lawfulness for existing access footpath to new garages to be 
retained for use by owners of Nos 4 and 5 Bonaventure Close, 4 Bonaventure Close, 
Salcombe, TQ8 8BA – Ten Years – Response 8th April – No comment. 
 
WORKS TO TREES IN A CONSERVATION AREA 

• 0542/22/TCA T1: Quercus Ilex (Holm Oak) - Fell to ground level due to increased 
movement of the tree during storms, due to exposure to SW winds and potential 
damage to nearby properties if the tree fell Cliff House Trustees, Cliff House, Cliff Road, 
Salcombe, TQ8 8JQ – Response 16th March – No comment this response was submitted 
16th March to comply with the deadline. 

  
PLANNING MATTERS – Nothing further. 

Dist Cllr Mrs Pearce left the meeting. 
 

 COUNCIL HALL 
A request by the tenant for additional signage relating to the Museum was not felt to be in 
context and NOT AGREED.  Town Council was not adverse to them redoing signs but it should 
not just increase the amount further but more rebranding. 
 

 MAINTENANCE 



19 
 

 

Quotes for fencing and path renewal/repairs at Redfern Woods, Footpath 32 and The Berry 
were provided and it was AGREED up to accept H2 Environmental at a cost of £5747.82 plus 
VAT.   
 

 GRANTS 
A request for a grant of £1500 to the Wind Project to enable 6 sailing lessons to be provided to 
Salcombe Primary School was considered and this was AGREED with the request for the dates 
of when the course would run and a question raised as to whether they were seeking donations 
from other parishes.   
 

 REPORTS 
MAYORS’S REPORT  

The Mayor advised that Salcombe was honoured to received HMS Magpie for an official visit 
from 1-4th March.  Town Council hosted a trip aboard for local dignitaries, including the Ship’s 
Lady Sponsor, Lady Teresa Gardner, and Royal Navy Liaison Officer, Brigadier Graeme Fraser 
MBE ADC Royal Marines, and local water based businesses and organisations, followed by a 
small reception at the Salcombe Harbour Hotel.  At this event the Mayor presented the Citizen 
of the Year, Mr Stephen Perring, with his award which was particularly fitting as Mr Perring 
served in the Royal Navy for his entire working career.  The Commanding Officer of HMS 
Magpie then hosted trips and visits to the ship for Salcombe Primary School, Kingsbridge 
Community College, our local Sea Scouts group and the RNLI over the duration of their stay 
alongside.  It is hoped that this could become an annual event as the ship either leaves from or 
returns to HMS Devonport as she carried out her duties around the coast of Britain. 
 
Cllr Mrs Sinnott raised the issue of the defibrillator at Whitestrand having no pads when 
needed for a call out.  The Mayor wished to clarify that this defibrillator was nothing to do with 
the Town Council as they only oversee the one located at the Spar shop, and so any problems 
with it should be raised with the Harbour Office where it is located.  In an emergency situation 
it would be the 999-call handler who would direct people to the nearest working defibrillator as 
shown on their system and the Mayor understood that First Responders also carried 
defibrillators. 
 

COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

• Cllr Hatch – Raised concern with regard to the many A Boards along Island Street.  He 
felt that all advertising should be placed against a wall.  Cllr Fice responded that 
previously Devon Highways had walked around and said there were no problems with A 
Boards.  After discussion it was decided that an information letter should be delivered 
to business premises that were causing a problem highlighting the concerns and the fact 
that they may incur a liability under the new Highway Code rules.  A copy of this letter 
would be forwarded to Cty Cllr Gilbert and Adam Keay.   

• Cllr Fice – Attended Development Management to speak on Sunnyridge, Herbert Road 
which was refused by majority.  With regard to the Neighbourhood Plan amendments 
he had still not heard anything from the Examiner even after emailing direct.  He would 
contact the District Officer and copy the Examiner in.   

 
The Mayor noted that Town Council wished to identify a position for the Citizen Award tree.  
Dist Cllr Long suggested it could go alongside the oak in the section through from the 
maintenance gate as three trees could be spaced well there.  Cllr Moore enquired about 
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replacing the Cherry in Cross Park which was cut down but this was deemed a District matter.  
Dist Cllr Long, as tree warden, advised he had a final 25 trees to plant from the Woodland Trust 
packs.  He was pleased that only 15 did not survive/grow from the last batch planted.  Along 
the edge of the allotments he had planted hazel, blackthorn and hawthorn in the gaps where 
people could push through but not placed canes and protectors as this was too obvious.  On the 
allotment side where the elms were suffering Town Council would need to supplement planting 
to continue that section.  The majority of the packs had gone to The Berry but also there was a 
mix.  The oaks had gone into Bonaventure Wood in a group along with Rowen, bird cherry and 
grey willow plus birch.  Alder and Aspen as additional trees would be good to buy in in future.   
 

CLERK’S REPORT 

• The Finance Working Party had been advised of the new National Joint Council pay 
agreement for 2021 – 2022 and this had been implemented, back dated to 1st April 
2021, to come within the current financial year accounts. 

• The Coronation Road jubilee event had applied for a Road Closure and would borrow 
the signage from the Regatta Committee.  Prices for bunting were being obtained so 
that this could be purchased by town council. 

• Goulden and Sons had emailed that they were to carry out works at Orestone End, Cliff 
Road and wished to apply for the four parking spaces below Cliff House to be closed for 
them to use as a place for vehicles to pull into to unload.  The question had been raised 
as to the time of year for these works before comments from town council were 
obtained and so far, no further response had been received. 

• The Berry goalposts had been ordered but a delivery address and assembly were being 
queried.  A delivery charge had not been included in the quote provided to District 
Council and this would be additional at a cost of £210.  If the assembly cost was 
accepted, it would be £810. 

 

 FINANCE 
Bank Balances 
Current Account £501.00 
Deposit Account £542,104.54 (to include £385387.15 held for projects in reserves) Balance 
£156717.39 
 
Receipts:  
Adrian Mundy Kingsbridge Funeral Services – Crocker, Burton, Crispin, Boswell and Chapman 
£840.00 
Kingsbridge Funeral Services – Singer £285.00 
Kingsbridge Funeral Services – Fitzhugh £1795.00 
 
APPROVED Internet payments to: 
SHDC – Cemetery maintenance January and February £2522.40 
HMRC – Tax and NI Mar £991.90 
NEST Mar – Pension £133.00 
Wages Mar – £1128.34 
Chris Wood – Hawk Project Mar £1056.00 
Totnes Fire Protection & Signs Ltd – Car Park and Remembrance Sunday signs £268.32 
Amazon – Gorilla Duct Tape to cover car park wording £14.95 
Harbour Hotel – October Civic Lunch £2240.00 
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Harbour Hotel – Civic Reception for HMS Magpie and Citizen of the Year Presentation £946.78 
South Hams Community Voluntary Service – Grant £250.00 
Citizens Advice – Grant £250.00 
SHDC – Installation of plinth at Bonfire Hill cemetery for commemorative bench £810.00 
Cliff House Trust Ltd – Office rent £3898.68 
The Wind Project – Grant £1500.00 
Dist Cllr Long left the meeting. 
 

 PART II 
Members of the public and press were excluded from this part of the meeting as the item 
under discussion contained information exempt under the LGA 1972, Schedule 12(a) Part 1, 
Section 1 and the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. 

 

 COUNCIL INVESTMENTS 
It was AGREED that town council Legal Working Group be permitted to negotiate terms and use 
reserves for this project. 
 

 NEXT MEETING 
The next Town Council meeting would be held 27th April 2022. 
 
Meeting ended: 20.15p.m.   
 
 
 
……………………………………………..    23rd March 2022. 
Town Mayor                                                                                         
 
 


