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SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL  
 

Minutes of the meeting of 
held in the Library at Cliff House, Salcombe 

at 6.30pm on Wednesday 23rd February 2022   
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT   * - Attendance; A- Absent; N - No Apologies Received 
Cllr Mrs N. Turton – Mayor (in the Chair)   * 
Cllr M. Fice  * 
Cllr Mrs C. Bricknell * 
Cllr R. Moore  * 
Cllr Mrs L. Sinnott  * 
Cllr I. Hatch  * 
Cllr M. Payne  * 
Cllr Miss D. Ward  * 
Cllr P. Lafferty-Holt A 
Cllr R. Whitfield   * 
Cllr A. Jurkiw  * 

 
Also in attendance: 
Dist Cllr Mrs J. Pearce                                                           A  
Dist Cllr M. Long   * 
Cty Cllr R. Gilbert   A 
Gill Claydon (Clerk) * 
Pete Robinson (Cemetery Manager and Project Officer)        A  
Kingsbridge Gazette reporter            A 
WPC Jo Pengilly             N 
  

 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members were invited to acknowledge any declarable interests, including the nature and 
extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  Cllr 
Jurkiw declared an interest in application 0134/22/VAR Beadon Road. Whilst Cllrs Mrs Bricknell 
and Mrs Turton both declared an interest in 1159/21/FUL. 
 

 OPEN FORUM 
County Councillor Report – Cty Cllr Gilbert had provided the below report by email ahead of 
the meeting. 
FARMING. 
1) The South West has 40% of England’s dairy herd. 
2) Fertilisers were mostly manufactured using oil/gas which would hugely increase farming 

costs alongside energy prices. 
3) Basic Payment Scheme (BPS). This was gradually reducing over the next four years after 

Brexit and being replaced by an emphasis on environment. 
 
HIGHWAYS. 
Pot hole reports and repairs were continuing to fall since the ‘Beast from the East’ winter. 
Quality of repairs was being affected by a wet November/December 2021. 
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COUNTY/DEVON DEAL. 
County was awaiting the ‘Levelling Up White Paper’ due out from government in February.  
Devon did not support a local government reorganisation or Mayoral system.  Current thinking 
was to establish a (non) Mayoral Combined.  
 
Devon County Council tax was to increase by 3% including 1% for social care.  If a Jubilee street 
party was to be held the road closure applications had been made easier and faster as shown 
on the County website.  Information had been sent on 20mph applications.  This was a limited 
and priority based application process, so not many applications would make it through this 
time round.  There had been £38.7 Million in savings made for the 2022/23 fiscal year which 
equated to about £100,000.00 per day. 
 
District Councillor Report - Dist Cllr Long advised the Government had announced that Devon 
wide County and District Councils had been accepted as a devolution group for funding and 
working together.  There was a Housing Task Force which was working across Devon and was 
one of the elements to come in with this devoultion to look at the wider picture across the 
county.  South Hams was thirteenth in a league table for councils with an Action Plans on 
Climate Change which was perhaps more indicative of how many had plans.  Waste service 
issues were ongoing but it was hoped the brown bin service would recommence in April, 
District was awaiting a plan from FCC.  A concern highlighted was that due ot the compacted 
weight of some brown bins once they are lifted to the lorry and tipped they could move 
dropping the bin into the vehicle.  The Housing Association officers had announced a 
downsizing scheme with a £5000 maximum payment amount that could be achieved.  The 
proposal was not a requirement to downsize but just an incentive to free up family properties.  
A questioned was raised if there was a supply of 1 and 2 bedroom properties to move to and it 
was felt not.  However when someone registered a wish to downsize they would be pushed up 
the chain for consideration of any smaller property that became available.  The scheme was 
further broken down and explained and it was noted that there were other funds on offer to 
assist with things such as moving costs.   
 
The business rate criteria had changed but would not be implemented until place April 2023 to 
allow property owners to provide proof of bookings if they wished to stay on business rates.  
Grants were still being paid out on Omicron funding for businesses.  As of April there was 
council tax relief for A and B banded properties which was administered by District with the 
additional ability for people on low income, but higher rating, to appy for other benefits. 
 
In the budget there was £200,000 set aside for community composting with ventures as set up 
in South Brent.  Any scheme would have to be run and managed by towns and parishes but 
there would more information forthcoming.  There had be a review by Government of AONB’s 
and National Parks to consider what additional powers or responsibilities were needed or 
required.  Government now had a six week consultation running and this included a proposal to 
make Parish and Town Council’s a statutory consultatee for planning.  The South Devon AONB 
was working with National AONBs to put together a response but were also preparing their 
own individual response in view of the need for aditional resources if more responsibilities 
were added. 
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Following the concern raised regarding old and tatty planning notices being left up locality 
officers had been reminded to take down any they see but when rushing around it sometimes 
dropped of their radar.  For the next 2 weeks it had been raised as a high priority so hopefully 
most out of date ones would be removed.  A problem highlighted was that notices put up 
during lockdown were often placed by agents or architects not locality officers and therefore 
they were unaware of where they were.  There had been a number of enforcement cases 
recently with officers out and about in the last week checking up on issues.  The officers had 
been a bit firmer in issuing notices and stop notices with one or two issues backed up by 
Environmental Health such as developer start hours.  EH were good to get involved and he 
urged town council to continue to look at applications and insist on construction management 
plans so there were start hours and/or road check requirements within them.  The Mayor 
noted that Salcombe was always one big building site with noise.     
 
Cllr Miss Ward asked if there was something in the District budget about solar panels for low 
income families.  Dist Cllr Long advised this was a Government initiative so details should be on 
the District website in due course.   
 
Cllr Fice asked what happened to the road sweeper and was advised Chad was off sick.  It was 
noted there had been no road sweeper at all but there should have been a replacement during 
the week.  Therefore there was a lot of rubbish around as this was half term week and Dist Cllr 
Long advised it had been noted.   
 
The Mayor enquired about the land formerly leased to Beehives as a garden which was next to 
the parking area and now had an E Bicycle hire hut with a path and stated this was a change of 
use.  A business was being run from this site and the occupier advised he was approached by 
District Council who asked would you like this piece of land.  Due to this arrangement nobody 
else was aware it was available so there had been no transparent letting of the District land.  It 
was asserted the area should have returned to amenity land.  The advertising signs for the 
business were enormous and Dist Cllr Long advised they had been told they must put in for 
advertising consent.  Cllr Jurkiw enquired how District Council had arrived at the decision to let 
this land and where the audit trail was as others felt that with this being permitted others could 
feel they could do the same further along.   
 
The Mayor asked if Cliff House Trust had available the details of their survey which included the 
town council office.  Dist Cllr Long advised they had obtained a condition survey which provided 
constructional information for the room which was not felt to be as bad as originally perceived.  
The report would only be sent if maintenance or repairs were needed and if town council had 
concerns with the office they needed to take this up with Cliff House.   
 

 MINUTES 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 26th January 2022 were approved to be duly signed by the 
Mayor as a true and correct record.   
 

 CO-OPTION 
No applications having been received this was dispensed with.   

 

 PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  
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The following applications were duly considered, and such observations sent to the District as 
Planning Authority; 
Cllrs Mrs Turton and Bricknell left the meeting whilst the following application was 
considered. 

• 1159/21/FUL (Reconsultation) Erection of 22 residential dwellings (including 30% 
affordable homes) with associated amenities and infrastructure (Resubmission of 
3320/20/FUL) Land at West End Garage, Main Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8NA – Objection as 
there were no concerns about the design and layout of the site, in fact the 
improvements to on site traffic flow and increased amenity space were welcomed. 
Although the traffic island had been moved to the top of the hill which had more 
visibility this was still a major concern as there was no traffic control.  The suggestion of 
Salcombe Town Council  was that this pedestrian access should be controlled by a 
Pelican crossing, and this had been confirmed as being acceptable by the developers, 
who were willing to pay for such a crossing.  However, Town Council had been advised 
that Devon Highways would not support such a crossing, the reasons for which were not 
clear but appeared to be data based although the source and basis of this data had not 
been shown. 
Neighbourhood Plan policy H3 re Principal Residence would apply and with a 
development of this size must be covered by a S106 agreement.  The S106 agreement re 
the contribution to Open Spaces appeared to be very low in the context of the value of 
this site and Town Council would ask that this was reviewed particularly in respect of 
ongoing maintenance.  Town Council would also like to see the S106 agreement re 
affordable homes tightened up so that they were all covered by a Devon covenant in 
perpetuity. 

• 3855/21/FUL Extension to provide internal swimming pool with associated external 
decking and glazed balustrading and solar panels in paddock area Long Park, Higher 
Batson, TQ8 8NG – Response 24th February – Objection as this development was at the 
top of a hill in a dark area of the AONB.  The additional windows and roof lights would 
cause significant light pollution and would have a negative impact on the AONB contrary 
to Salcombe NDP policy ENV1.  There was a concern with the siting of the solar panels in 
prime agricultural land when they could be installed on or near the property. 

• 3856/21/NMM Non-material minor amendment to planning consent 1417/20/FUL for 
improvements to elevation treatment including revised door and window positions 
Salcombe Dairy Ltd, Shadycombe Road Salcombe TQ8 8DX – Objection as the plans 
provided were not clear or detailed enough to enable a decision to be made.  However, 
from what could be gleaned from the plans, this should not be classed as a non-material 
minor amendment as the proposed changes appeared to be significant.  Town Council 
also raised a concern that the replanted tree was not shown on the plans.   

• 4664/21/VAR READVERTISEMENT (Proposed plans uploaded) Variation of conditions 2 
(approved plans) and 7 (materials) of planning permission 0677/19/FUL Overcombe, 
Devon Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8HJ – Response 24th February – Objection as the removal of 
the brise soleil and the increase in window size on the south elevation would create 
excessive light pollution and have a negative impact on the AONB. This application 
would revert to the original plans which were amended after discussion to reduce 
window size and include a brise soleil. 

• 4568/21/HHO Householder application for front extension Osprey, Higher Batson, TQ8 
8NF – Response 17th March – No comment. 
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• 0031/22/FUL Replacement windows Flats 1-42, Chandlers Heights, Shadycombe Road, 
Salcombe, TQ8 8QT – Response 24th February – No comment. 

• 0032/22/FUL Replacement windows 49-51 Island Street, Salcombe, TQ8 8DP – Response 
24th February – No comment. 

• 0051/22/HHO Householder application for proposed new bay windows, roof dormer 
and replacement of vertical slate hanging to east facade. Internal modifications to 
improve staircase and make safer access to upper storeys 39 Fore Street, Salcombe, TQ8 
8JE – Response 10th March – Objection as the addition of an additional bay window to 
match the neighbouring property was alright but not with full length French doors and 
Juliet balconies.  Not only did this not match the neighbouring property but it changed 
the character of a listed building.  The dormer window on a hipped roof was 
incongruous and again detracted from the character of the listed building.  

• 0052/22/LBC Listed building consent for proposed new bay windows, roof dormer and 
replacement of vertical slate hanging to east facade. Internal modifications to improve 
staircase and make safer access to upper storeys 39 Fore Street, Salcombe, TQ8 8JE – 
Response 10th March – Objection as above. 

• 0073/22/CLE Certificate of lawfulness for existing use of room above garage as annexe 
ancillary to Flat 1, Northcrest House, Allenhayes Road,Salcombe, TQ8 8HT – Request for 
evidence to support or refute the land/building has been used as such in excess of 10 
years.  Town Council object as the original approval in 2000 (41/0398/00/F) was for a 
garage with a store over.  There followed another application in 2019 (3278/19/FUL) 
where the room above the garage was referred to as a studio. This application shows 
the room over the garage as just an empty space so would suggest that it had not been 
used as an annexe. Should the CLE be granted then there should be a condition in 
perpetuity that the room over the garage was not used as accommodation. 

• 0134/22/VAR Application for variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of planning 
consent 0181/20/HHO Bali Hai, Beadon Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8JS – Response 24th 
February – No comment.   

• 0148/22/FUL Replacement windows 55-57 Island Street, Salcombe, TQ8 8DP – Response 
24th February – No comment. 

• 0154/22/FUL Sub-division of existing penthouse to create 2 x 2-bedroom apartments 
Tides Reach Hotel, Cliff Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8LJ – Response 24th February – Objection 
as the new parking layout proposed 4 parking spaces right on the boundary which 
would be accessed from the road, this was felt to be dangerous. The new apartment (no 
11) was a new property and as such would be subject to Salcombe NDP clause H3 re 
Principal Residence and as there was a S106 agreement already for this development 
and in light of SHDC’s approval of the amendment to this clause then the Principal 
Residence requirement should be included in the S106 agreement.  Also, as this was an 
additional property there should be changes to the S106 agreement in respect of the 
contribution to affordable housing, schools, and other elements. 

• 0222/22/HHO Householder application for proposed garage with home office White 
Horses, Moult Hill, Salcombe, TQ8 8LF – Response 10th March – Town Council requested 
a condition that the office and garage remained as such in perpetuity and were ancillary 
to the main house. 

• 0302/22/FUL Minor internal/external alterations comprising inset balcony to rear of 
apartment 7 and Juliet balconies to side of apartments 7 and 8, Tides Reach Hotel, Cliff 
Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8LJ – Response 10th March – No comment. 
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• 0307/22/VAR Application for variation of conditions 1 (approved plans) and 2 (external 
materials) of planning consent 3101/21/VAR Land at Lorima, St Dunstans Road, 
Salcombe, TQ8 8AR – Response 17th March – No comment. 

• 0314/22/VAR Application for variation of condition 1 (approved drawings) of planning 
consent 3101/21/VAR Land adjacent to Lorima, St Dunstans Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8AR – 
Response 17th March – No comment. 

• 0359/22/VAR Application for variation of condition 2 (approved drawings) of planning 
consent 1942/21/HHO Genesis, Loring Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8AT – Response 17th March 
– DEFERRED and responded on 16th March 2022 to allow any comments to be received.  
No comment. 

  
PLANNING MATTERS – A new parking area had been installed at Beaufort, Sandhills Road and 
Dist Cllr Long was requested to consider this against the permission granted. 

 

 OLD HOCKEY CLUB PAVILION 
An email had been received and a sign To Let had been placed on the entrance gate to the 
Hockey building.  However, there was no advert on Right Move with details of this.   The hockey 
building was now to be let separately to the pitch with an earlier statement to the Rugby Club 
that use of the pitch by other organisations was going to be held within District Council through 
a booking basis, but if held by Town Council they would have local control on site.    Cllr Moore 
had reviewed the Charity Commission website and noted that the only income recorded to the 
Trust was £400p.a. 
 
Cllr Moore stated that the previous Leader, John Tucker, had confirmed in an article in the 
Gazette, circa 2019, that plot A was part of the Lease and would be included.  However, Cllr Fice 
advised that Plot A was now an irrelevance as the land was covered by the Neighbourhood 
Plan.  Cllr Moore continued that town council should provide a Business Plan setting out the 
increased value for the community of town council taking this on lease.  Cllr Fice suggested that 
as town council currently rented most of the land at The Berry and maintained it, why should 
they not include the remainder of land and maintain this also, so the Trust would not need to 
raise money from letting to maintain the asset.   
 
It was AGREED that the following steps be taken; 
 
A formal response by separate email should be sent to the solicitor and assets manager 
together with Cllr Batstone, as Councillor Trustee, to state the town council’s interest and their 
intention to make a bid with a request for confirmation of receipt of the email. 
 
A further email be sent to Fiona Shirra, as solicitor, providing the earlier email setting out the 
town council offer to pay a commercial rent and the response stating District inhouse 
instructions were awaited by the end of the week. 
 
A request to be made of District Council for a list of names of the current Trustees along with a 
request for copies of the accounts for the Trust for the last five years.    
 
A face-to-face meeting with the Trust representatives be set up asking that no external 
business offer discussions take place before this had taken place and Salcombe Town Council 
had been provided with a reasonable and proper opportunity to put a full proposal to the Trust.  
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Following this that the Trust then consider and respond to such proposal as this was a 
Community Asset not commercial.     
 
Town Council should write to the Charity Commission regarding concern around the conflict of 
interest for Trustees consisting of officers in a paid capacity responsible first to District Council 
and not Salcombe as a Town.  It was noted that a Commercial Rent offer had been made in 
June 2021 and acknowledged with the response that instructions were being taken.  So this was 
a breach of duties and a response within that time should have been made.   
 
It was further AGREED that Cllr Jurkiw be co-opted to the legal working group.   
 

 FUTURE PROJECTS 
The working party considering community infrastructure and associated projects advised that 
as most of the money was allocated to the Hockey Club development it should be AGREED that 
this remained the project for the time being.  There had only been input from two councillors 
suggesting other capital and revenue projects so all were asked to continue to feedback if there 
were other items that could be considered and/or researched.   
 

 GRANTS POLICY 
It was AGREED as noted below; 
(a) receive a proposal for a grants applications process and offer any additions or deletions 

– Cllr Jurkiw had researched the local government process for approving a grant.  It 
needed to observe financial regulation advice that a Contribution ‘is’ to be spent and 
highlighted it was not worded ‘was’ so not a retrospective payment.  It included that 
sight of a financial statement or account should be provided before any grant was given.  
This was in order that the organisation could demonstrate a need for such grant and 
town council could satisfy that the monies requested provided a benefit for the 
community.  Cllr Fice also noted that such evidence would ensure that an organisation 
existed and was not payment to an individual.  All Local Government were guided by 
way of grant policies which provided robust financial management and Cllr Jurkiw 
suggested it was prudent to set a monetary amount for what would be given out in a 
year which Cllr Fice agreed and noted was already set within the precept annually.  A 
draft policy would be brought to the March meeting for approval. 

(b) consider requests for a grant from Citizens Advice and South Hams Community 
Voluntary Sector – AGREED a grant of £250 each. 

 

 FOOTPATHS REPORT 
The annual report already submitted to Definitive Footpaths was RATIFIED.     
 

 HMS MAGPIE 
The affiliation of the ship with the town was highlighted and it was AGREED to confirm the 
arrangements set in place to host a community visit with a reception at The Harbour Hotel due 
to the Yacht Club normally being closed that day and the chef not available on that date to 
cater. 
 

 REPORTS 
MAYORS’S REPORT  
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Attended an extra ordinary Chamber of Commerce meeting for final grant making awards.  
Neither the Mayor nor Clerk were able to attend the District Teams Mayors and Clerks/CEO 
meeting due to power cuts during the recent storm.  Whether it had taken place was unknown.     
 

COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

• Cllr Mrs Bricknell – The South West Ambulance Trust representative was available to run 
Defibrillator training and she would obtain proposed dates for the 2 hour sessions and 
provide to Pete Robinson to circulate the earlier list for those who wished to attend. 

• Cllr Mrs Sinnott – A new nameplate for Salcombe was needed and all agreed but at 
present with proposed developments the siting was to be considered.  The Town Map 
situated in Shadycombe car park was useless as the cars were parked too close to view 
it but it was also out of date.  Dist Cllr Long would get this removed.   

• Cllr Moore – Had met with the Hawk trainer and noted that the mother bird flew lower 
whereas he felt it would have more effect higher.  The following visit the hawk’s 
daughter was brought along and she flew much higher.   

• Cllr Hatch – Enquired whether there were any police covering the town at all as they 
appeared to drive down Onslow Road through the town and back out again.  He felt it 
should be questioned how many officer hours were spent walking in town.  Other 
agreed why residents were paying an extra 7% to pay for additional policing when they 
had so little service to start with.  There had been youngsters climbing up the 
scaffolding running around and if they fell off they might not hurt just themselves.  Also 
with so little police presence around and about in the South Hams drivers went at 
whatever speed they liked.  Whilst it was acknowledged that the complaint was the 
same as many other areas this was a Salcombe concern.  A new Inspector was in place 
and should be asked questions.   It was further noted that people could not get through 
to report any offences which contributed towards figures saying there was a low crime 
rate.  If there was a huge increase in policing Salcombe was not seeing anything.   
On another  point Cllr Hatch noted there was more and more rain but nothing ever 
happened to clear the drains so why did residents pay.  He noted there was a three year 
cycle cleaning budget but why did they never properly clear them.  Was anybody going 
to carry out a weed spray this year.  An email with maintenance had indicated that 
District was able to provide this paid for service and the email would be forwarded to 
Dist Cllr Long to follow up.  . 

• Cllr Miss Ward – Asked what the situation with public bins was following her and Cllr 
Moore spending time a couple of years ago walking around with a council 
representative reviewing bin provision.  Larger bins had been provided in Whitestrand 
but what was happening about making them a uniform colour and size.  With the 
amount of takeaway boxes being handed out the town could not cope. Dist Cllr Long 
advised that the previously mentioned compactor bins did not like salt water.   

• Cllr Fice – Noted the outside working parties list on the website needed updating.  The 
path from the town along to Batson had erosion dips and the buddles needed clearing 
and Dist Cllr Long would advise District Council.  His monthly update on the 
Neighbourhood Plan amendment was that the examiner had advised he would respond 
in the next 2 weeks. 

• Cllr Jurkiw – Parking was occurring overnight on the highway at North Sands.  Large 
mobile homes were again visiting so needed enforcement.  However on a Sunday in the 
off season period if any car was over the 10 minutes they were ticketed but these 
enforcement officers were not seen in tourist times.  If enforcement was quantified by 
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tickets handed out in a year and they were all served in the last two months this was, 
not a service to support the community against inconsiderate parking but, penalising 
the locals.   

 
CLERK’S REPORT 

• Regarding Jubilee celebrations.  Salcombe Minibus – No event planned; however, Tim 
Mattocks offered to do their best to provide transport using the minibus for residents 
who wished to attend events. 
Event Requiring Road Closure: 
Tim Bailey - Planning an event in Coronation Road and seeking grant assistance. 
Those Holding Events: 
WI – Cream tea at their Annual meeting on Tues May 17 at the Rugby Club. 
Salcombe Yacht Club - Red/White and Blue Terrace party on Fri 3 June, Jazz and Tapas 
night on 4 June and a Jubilee BBQ on Sun 5th June – currently all of these events would 
be for members and their guests and only within their premises.  
Redfern Medical Centre - No event  
Salcombe Library – No event  
Friends of Redfern Centre – No event 
Salcombe Over 60s - Not planning any events for the Jubilee other than putting up flags 
and bunting. 

• Liz Hitchin had advised that she was the new parish and town council Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty Partnership representative and she highlighted the Glover 
Landscapes Review which was out for consultation until 9th April.   

• The acceptance of funding for the football goal and nets at the Berry had been 
submitted.  District had advised that Town Council should purchase these posts and 
then apply for reimbursement. 

• Mark Long had reported a sycamore at The Berry that was on South West Water land 
and had split and was dangerous and needed to be attended to urgently.  Pete Robinson 
had been asked to advise the SWW contact. 

• Luke Farley of GWR had provided mock ups of advertising proposed on the Shadycombe 
bus shelter for comments by Town Council so these had been forwarded ahead of the 
meeting.  Town Council was mostly in agreement although two panels were identical 
and it was felt this was an error when compared with Kingsbridge bus shelter 
information and this would be questioned but approval given. 

• Wildlife Community of the Year Awards 2022 – It was asked if Hangar Marsh could be 
included and what was the attendance like at the action days held there.  The 
information would be sent to Dist Cllr Long to input to. 

 

 FINANCE 
Bank Balances 
Current Account £500.00 
Deposit Account £547,044.93 (to include £385387.15 held for projects in reserves) Balance 
£161657.78 
 
Receipts: Devon County – Bonfire Hill Car Park £4101.75 
 
APPROVED Internet payments to: 
HMRC – Tax and NI Feb £767.52  
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NEST Feb – Pension £109.90 
Wages Feb – £1923.36 
Tesco – Duracell batteries for office safe £4.25 
SLCC – Annual subscription half payment with Stokenham £147.00 
G. Fincham – Civic boards gold leaf sign writing £350.00 
Defib Store Ltd – Defib replacement pads and batteries £204.00 
Chris Wood – Hawk Project £1056.00 
 

 NEXT MEETING 
The next Town Council meeting would be held 23rd March 2022. 
 
Meeting ended: 21.46p.m.   
 
 
 
……………………………………………..    23rd March 2022. 
Town Mayor                                                                                         
 
 


