
94 
 

 

SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the meeting of 
held in the Main Hall at Cliff House, Salcombe 
at 6.30pm on Wednesday 8th December 2021   

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT   * - Attendance; A- Absent; N - No Apologies Received 
Cllr Mrs N. Turton – Mayor (in the Chair)   * 
Cllr M. Fice  * 
Cllr Mrs C. Bricknell A 
Cllr R. Moore  * 
Cllr Mrs L. Sinnott  A 
Cllr I. Hatch  * 
Cllr M. Payne  A 
Cllr Miss D. Ward  A 
Cllr P. Lafferty-Holt * 
Cllr R. Whitfield   A 
Cllr A. Jurkiw  * 

 
Also in attendance: 
Dist Cllr Mrs J. Pearce                                                           *  
Dist Cllr M. Long   A 
Cty Cllr R. Gilbert   * 
Gill Claydon (Clerk) A 
Pete Robinson (Cemetery Manager and Project Officer)       *  
Tom Ladds Kingsbridge Gazette          A 
WPC Jo Pengilly            N 
  
The Mayor was pleased to hear that Cllr Miss Ward had returned home to continue her 
recovery, but was acutely aware that the six month rule was about to be breached.  Councillors 
agreed to grant Cllr Miss Ward extended leave on compassionate grounds in the hope of her 
return to council duty in the next couple of months. 
 

 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members were invited to acknowledge any declarable interests, including the nature and 
extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  
None received. 
 

 OPEN FORUM 
Cty Cllr Gilbert forwarded a resume of information around Devon for the last month ahead of 
the meeting. 
 
Confirmed cases of Covid continued to rise in Devon with the main risings in North Devon and 
Torridge.  The highest figures remained with the 10-16 age group with young people, largely 
asymptomatic, passing on to parents/ carers with the 40-50 age group the second highest.  
Hospital admissions were also rising albeit at a much lower rate of rise – even so, presently 
there were 168 patients in Devon’s four hospitals with Covid, up from 111 early November.  
Deaths remained relatively low and flatlining over the past few weeks now. 
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Vaccinations – 94% of Devon’s population had at least one dose. 
Booster or 3rd dose –  
• age 80+ - 81% jabbed 
• 75-79 – 88% 
• 70-74 – 71% 
• 65-69 – 50% 
• 60-64 – 31% 
• 55-59 – 25% 
• 50-55 – 21% 
 
Regarding waste he advised the 2020 statistics for the Energy from Waste (EfW) facility in 
Plymouth which processed some 65,000 tonnes of Devon waste each year from the South and 
West of the County were as followed. 
• Overall Waste Processed 261,000 Tonnes.  
• Electricity Generated 204,000 MWh.  
• Steam Generated 57,000 MWh. 
• Plant Availability 88.93% (target 91%); 
• Co2 Savings 84,000 Tonnes. 
• Landfill Diversion 99.9% 
• Cash Savings (Vs Landfill) approx. £12million 
 
Devon now had about 150 Afghan refugees in the county temporarily housed in hotels in Exeter 
and Exmouth with a number of rescued cats and dogs from the well-publicised animal 
sanctuary in the Tiverton area.  County should be paid back monetarily by the Home Office, but 
staff were becoming increasingly stretched by lack of resources. 
 
Peter Lewis had been in touch with Cty Cllr Gilbert regarding a dip in the road at Thorning 
Street.  Cty Cllr Gilbert stated that County Highways considered this was due to the sea 
impacting on the seawall, so was not an issue for the County Council.  Dist Cllr Pearce said she 
would look at this as a possible matter for the District Council to follow up on.  The Bennet 
Road ‘ramp’ from a building site had been reviewed and was still found to be acceptable. 
 
With regard to the proposed charging points on Devon Road, Cty Cllr Gilbert wanted input from 
Town Council before this project moved ahead.  The Mayor raised concerns as these bays were 
a long distance from any amenities, and that there were no time limits for parking and charging 
so questioned that people could stay all day to get a parking space thereby blocking the 
charging for other users.  Cllr Fice raised the isue of the loss of 5 parking bays.  All councillors 
agreed in principle to the provision of on-street charging points but their concerns were to be 
sent to the Clerk to compile and forward on to Cty Cllr Gilbert.  Dist Cllr Pearce advised that 
charging points were to be provided in the Creek car park as provision of the new sub-station 
would provide capacity. 
 
Cllr Moore raised the issue of pedestrian priority in Fore Street/Cliff Road and the fact that 
County Highways were aware but there was not an official Traffic Order recorded.  Cty Cllr 
Gilbert asked for the Clerk’s report (below) on the issue to be forwarded to him.  Cllr Lafferty-
Holt wanted a fuller discussion on this matter to see if there were any other actions that might 
be considered. 
 
Cllr Hatch raised the state of road at the bottom of Sandhills Road.  Cty Cllr Gilbert asked for 
photos to be sent to him so that it could be raised with the Highways Officer. 
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Cty Cllr Gilbert left the meeting. 
 
Dist Cllr Pearce advised she only had a short report: 

• There was a £28,000 gap in the budget for next year, which was felt to be manageable; 

• Staff awards were presented last week, which was a good morale booster and well 
received; 

• Government’s Plan B had been announced just prior to this meeting, so District Council staff 
were back to working from home as of Monday 13th; 

• Planning Department changes were moving along, with more planners and enforcement 
officers, which was improving the process.  However, many agents were still not providing 
the correct documentation with their applications which was causing unnecessary increased 
workload and the District Council was getting blamed for the resultant delays.  There was a 
tickbox list to ensure this should not happen so there was no excuse really; 

• Enforcement was improving and 350-400 applications in the pipeline was manageable; 

• Dist Cllr Pearce had herself brought a Motion to the District Council declaring that there was 
a Housing Crisis within the South Hams due in part to long term rental properties being 
taken back and re-marketed as holiday lets and Airbnb.  The District Council was lobbying 
governement on this matter and there was the possiblity of including a planning class 
specifically to cover short-term lets, in the hope that more rented properties were not lost 
to the holiday letting market; 

• Homelessness Stategy – 4 houses had been purchased to assist with rough sleepers.  The 
homelessness profile had changed to now include middle income people/families – people 
who could afford to rent but who had lost their homes to the holiday letting market; 

• Regarding the existing Community Housing Strategy, the St Anne’s Chapel initiative was 
nearly ready to go. 

 
Cllr Fice asked about the former Hockey Club and Town Council’s offer to take over this 
property and to pay a commercial rent, and The Berry land transfer.   Town Council had asked 
him to enquire but had received no feedback from Dist Cllr Long, so Dist Cllr Pearce was going 
to make further inquiries. 
 
Cllr Fice also asked about the West Fairhaven planning application and the fact that neither 
District Councillor had signed off on the officer’s report.  Dist Cllr Pearce did not understand 
how both she and Dist Cllr Long had missed this and apologised fully.  An agency planner had 
been dealing with this application for the District Council and had written the report, and 
discussions had taken place between both District Councillors.  Dist Cllr Long asked for the 
glazing to be reviewed and the owners agreed to the removal of one pane for each window 
that would reduce light polution, which Dist Cllr Long told Dist Cllr Pearce was acceptable to 
him.  Town Council did not feel this addressed their objections, and Cllr Fice believed that the 
objections from Town Council and the wider community and neighbours were not addressed 
within the report, and specifically that the report made no reference to the Neighbourhood 
Development Plan.   
 
Cllr Fice raised the plannng application at Folly End.  A local resident had telephoned him and 
suggested that because applicants were putting up the planning notices and not the Locality 
Officers, they were taking pictures of the Notices and then immediately removing them, which 
was why the neighbours to Folly End were not aware of the current application.  Dist Cllr Pearce 
would look into this. 
 



97 
 

 

Cllr Laferty-Holt raised his issue with planning application notices being left up long after a 
decision had been made and the untidiness this caused.  Town Councillors as well as the public 
awee allowed to remove out of date notices! 
 
Cllr Jurkiw asked about the logic of providing 10 car charging points at the Creek car park.  Dist 
Cllr Pearce advised there was a strategy to install 10 in total at Shadycombe car park, Creek car 
park and in Kingsbridge. 
 
Cllr Moore asked why 2 different government offices were dealing with charging capacity, i.e. 
the County Council and the District Council.  Dist Cllr Pearce advised that the District Council 
was responsibe for off-street and the County Council for on-street. 
 
The Mayor raised her concerns in relation to the Estuary Club which was currently licensed as a 
private members’ club but was now apparently being used as a public access café.  Dist Cllr 
Pearce suggested Town Council ask what the intentions were and then raise with District 
Council Licencing.  The Mayor also raised concerns with regard to the Salcombe Meat 
Company’s plans for a butchers/fismongers/farm shop at West End Garage and safe access for 
pedestrians within the existing petrol station curtiledge.  Dist Cllr Pearce said this was raised 
with the Head of Planning, Pat Whymer, who had no planning concerns. 
Cllr Pearce left the meeting. 
 

 MINUTES 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 26th October 2021were to be amended on page 82 in the 
first paragraph in Open Forum to correct ‘APR’ to read ‘ANPR’ (twice), and also on page 86 
where it was agreed to ask County to paint warnings on the highway to now read ‘Slow – 
Pedestrians in Road’ and not ‘Slow – Pedestrian Priority’ before being approved to be duly 
signed by the Mayor as a true and correct record.   
 
The Minutes of the Zoom working party meeting held on 24th November 2021 were approved 
to be duly signed by the Mayor as a true and correct record. 
 

 CO-OPTION 
No applications having been received this was dispensed with.  However, a discussion took 
place regarding the remaining seat on the Council, and it was AGREED to advertise the vacancy 
in the local newspaper. 

 

 PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  
The following applications were duly considered, and such observations sent to the District as 
Planning Authority; 

• 4024/21/FUL Replacement dwelling Sunny Ridge, Herbert Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8HN – 
Response 16th December – Response 9th December – Objection as although the 
application stated that the footprint and the proximity to the boundary would be the 
same, the mass and scale of the proposed dwelling was much larger. This would have a 
significant impact on the neighbouring property Strathmore as instead of a gently 
sloping roof they would be faced with a solid wall twice the height of the existing garage 
just 2 – 3 feet from their property. This was unneighbourly and would impact on the 
light amenity of Strathmore. 

• 4123/21/LBC Listed Building Consent for the removal of modern false ceiling and 
restoration of original, removal of modern mezzanine floor, insertion of new floor and 
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reversion of window to door 55 The Estuary Club, Fore Street, Salcombe, TQ8 8JE – 
Response 16th December.  No Comment.   However, a query would be raised as to 
whether licensing had been contravened. 
 

PLANNING MATTERS – Nothing further received. 
 

 LICENSING 
It was AGREED to comment by 22nd December on the application for the sale of alcohol for 
consumption off the premises, Monday to Saturday from 8am to 10pm; Sunday from 9am to 
10pm at The Salcombe Meat Company Ltd, West End Garage, Main Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8NA 
as follows: 

• No objection.  The issue of sale of alcohol to underage drinkers and possible drinking in 
the Jubilee Gardens play area opposite as raised and it was considered sensible to 
include this concern in the response and for the strict enforcement of the Challenge 25 
policy by staff.  Underage drinking being an issue in Salcombe, especially during the 
summer season. 

 

 NORTH SANDS ON STREET PARKING 
A resident’s request to County Highways and their question as to whether Town Council would 
support the introduction for the on-street parking bays at North Sands to be no camper van 
parking was AGREED, with the point being made that additional enforcement by County would 
need to be implemented. 

 

 GRANT 
An application for a grant; 

a) to the Christmas Lights Committee of £500 on receipt of appropriate accounts was 
AGREED. 

b) towards ongoing provision of community assistance by South Hams Community 
Voluntary Sector was DEFERRED.  More information was required to understand the 
direct benefit to Salcombe residents. 

c) to Citizens Advice was DEFERRED.  More information was required to understand the 
direct benefit to Salcombe residents. 

A wider discussion then took place, and it was suggested that Town Council advertise on their 
website and Facebook page that they have money set aside for grant funding along with a 
simple application form; this idea to be followed up in the New Year. 
 

 BONFIRE HILL CAR PARK 
To: 
(a) appoint a contractor to provide additional signage at the car park, to include a 

Remembrance Sunday sign, up to a cost of £300.  This was DEFERRED as the paperwork 
was not received in time to consider. 

(b) consider works required to the overhead barrier for redesign or replacement.  This was 
DEFERRED as the paperwork was not received in time to consider. 

 

 HAWK PROGRAM 
It was AGREED to continue to provide the hawk at a cost of £4224 as a deterrent from gull 
nesting with dates, routes and any other matters relating to such project provision as follows: 
early February start and proposed end date as recommended by the hawk handler, routes and 
areas of town as per previously agreed (map already provided) but open to change as per the 
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hawk handler’s ongoing assessment of the situation.  Cllr Moore wished to walk with the 
handler to better understand the way the hawk worked so dates to be provided.  Councillors 
also felt that a drone might be another method Council could employ to support the hawk 
programme; enquiries to be made.   
 

 SHADYCOMBE BUS SHELTER 
A request from First Greater Western Limited to add information advertising the 164 service on 
to the Town Council bus shelter at Shadycombe Road, as already installed at Kingsbridge 
terminus, was discussed and Councillors AGREED IN PRINCIPLE, but town council would want to 
see the final design as their bus shelter differed from that in Kingsbridge. 
 

 COUNCIL HALL – LIGHT 
It was AGREED to approve the quote from Polaris to isolate and make safe the outside light 
connection at less than £40.00. 
 

 BIODIVERSITY AND GROUNDS MAINTENANCE  
It was NOT AGREED as follows:  
(a) District proposed changes to land maintenance to enhance biodiversity in their open spaces 

and offer any comments.  Whilst understanding the issues, Councillors did not feel it was 
appropriate in a town and beach setting and would merely make Salcombe look unkempt, 
which was not how they wished to present the town.  Cllr Fice was concerned about no 
reference to the Hockey Club pitch and who was going to cut this.  The Mayor raised a 
query regarding South Sands and the proposed ‘verge cut and dump’ which suggested grass 
cuttings would be blown all over the road and beach.  Cllr Jurkiw asked about verges on 
corners and was advised this was a County Council issue. 

(b) Whether Town Council wished to review their current maintenance cutting cycles and 
ongoing land management in line with District and climate change proposals – REJECTED 
and the current maintenance schedule should remain the same. 
 

 WAR MEMORIAL PLANTERS 
It was AGREED to replace all four war memorial planters at a cost of no more than £200, with 
the 3 remaining unbroken planters to be stored until a suitable alternative use could be found.  
Councillors requested that regard to ‘buy British’ and/or ‘buy local’ when sourcing the new 
planters. 
 

 REPORTS 
MAYORS’S REPORT  

Consideration was given to a request for a replacement office chair, and it was AGREED to allow 
a purchase up to a budget of £100, to be ratified in the January meeting. 
 
The Mayor advised that on the 3 November she attended an online meeting with South Hams 
District Council Communications officers regarding their Christmas and 2022 town High Streets 
marketing campaigns.  The Christmas promotion had started with adverts already appearing on 
their Facebook page and in the local newspaper.   
She also attended the Kingsbridge and Salcombe Chamber of Commerce Committee Meeting 
on the 3rd.  The Member-designated top 5 goals for the Chamber were Ensuring Job 
Opportunities for Young People, Creating a Year-Round Economy, Promoting Innovation in 
Business, Skilled Jobs for the Area, and Business Space for the Area.  The committee’s 
additional 2 priorities of Encouraging Carbon Neutral Business and Connectivity for Business 
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were deprioritised, but there was support in general for an overlay of ‘green credentials’ to be 
applied to the top 5 goals moving forward.  The Careers Fair was coming back to Kingsbridge 
Community College, as it was a legal requirement for schools to provide one.  There were 16 
applications to the IGNITE grant fund, and 76 to the Dress to Impress 2 grant fund.   
 
Then on the 14 November the annual Remembrance Service at the Salcombe War Memorial 
took place with no restrictions on numbers participating, unlike some other local towns.  As 
usual, it seemed the whole resident population turned out for this, along with a number of 
visitors who joined in with local commemorations.  Salcombe was honoured to be joined this 
year by the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Commander Hywel Morgan RN, and the Executive 
Officer, Lieutenant Duncan Napier RN, of HMS Magpie, the Royal Navy ship affiliated to 
Salcombe.  The ship was hoping for a return visit to her ‘hometown’ in early March next year so 
plans had started to be made in preparation of this visit.  On behalf of the town, she gave a 
huge thanks to Frank Smith for providing the canon to mark the two minutes’ silence, Parade 
Marshall Nigel Blazeby, Father Daniel for conducting the service, Trevor Becker for providing 
the music, and Ben Sinnott for his excellent sound system.  Thanks also went to the road 
closure marshals, Debbie Hainey, Richard Turton and Pete Robinson, who had to put up with 
the usual comments from those who did not think the closure should apply to them. 
 
The Mayor raised the issue of the Footpath Survey.  Councillors were yet to complete this 
survey but there was a deadline of February to report back to the Parish Paths Partnership, with 
funding available for any work that needed to be carried out.   
 
She also raised the issue of the Gully Survey and councillors were also yet to complete this work 
and report back.  Maps were available from her showing drain/gulley locations to make note-
taking simpler. 
 

COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

• Cllr Lafferty-Holt suggested that the overgrown bushes on Onslow Rd, opposite 
Bonaventure Close (see Town Clerk’s report), should be actioned by Town Council if not 
done by County Council or the landowner.  It was also suggested that the Highways 
Officer visit to look at the state of the pavement at this location as tree roots were 
causing damage and it was a trip hazard. 

• Cllr Hatch raised the issue of the building work done by the neighbours whose gardens 
reached the side of the swimming pool which had encroached onto pool land.  The 
Mayor stated that she and Cty Cllr Gilbert had met with two trustees of the swimming 
pool over this issue and the matter had been left for the trustees to follow up with the 
relevant County Council officer.  If nothing had been done, that was not a Town Council 
matter. 

• Cllr Fice raised a concern over a letter he had received from someone in Landmark Road 
promoting a ‘neighbourhood’ APP and was worried it could be a scam.  He passed a 
copy of the letter to the Mayor who would look into this. 

 
CLERK’S REPORT 

• The Highway Officer advised that he believed the pedestrian priority zone included Cliff 
Road as well as Fore Street but advised that County were unable to paint yellow ‘Slow – 
pedestrian priority’ signs on the road. He had been unable to find the original order for 
the pedestrian priority in Fore Street and suspected it was just a message added to the 
bottom of the 20mph zone signs which had no actual meaning. As there were no similar 
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signs at the entrance to Island Street, official order or not, it was difficult to see how this 
could now be achieved. 
Regarding the vegetation clearance along Onslow Road opposite Bonaventure Close, he 
was attempting to get Community Payback to do this work but was unsure whether 
Covid allowed this scheme to run at present.  The skip opposite the Harbour Hotel was 
for a property nearby who had applied for a licence and extended it a few times. 

• UK Banks had created a helpline – 159 – for a trial twelve months to help people who 
think they may be being targeted by fraudsters.  From 2nd December anyone could ring 
this number and be put through to their bank to check on any contact they had received 
from people purporting to be their bank to include someone pretending to be from 
other official bodies such as HM Revenue and Customs.  This service was being provided 
by Stop Scams UK due to the increase in telephone and online fraud which was 
estimated to be in the region of £1.26bn during 2020. 

• WhatsApp, Citizens Advice and the National Trading Standards' Friends Against Scams 
were working together to launch STOP. THINK. CALL., a new campaign to help educate 
people on how to protect themselves and their WhatsApp account from message-based 
scams.  There was a website for people to seek advice or offer to become a scam 
champion https://www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/stopthinkcall. 

 

 FINANCE 
Bank Balances 
Current Account £500.00 
Deposit Account £530345.81 (to include £390504.44 held for projects in reserves) Balance 
£139841.37 
 
Receipts: None 
 
APPROVED Internet payments to: 
HMRC – Tax and NI Dec £767.52  
NEST Dec – Pension £109.90 
Wages Dec – £1923.36 
Information Commissioner – Direct Debit for Data Protection subscription £35.00 
 
 

 NEXT MEETING 
The next Town Council meeting would be held 26th January 2022. 
 
Meeting ended:  8.26p.m.   
 
 
 
……………………………………………..    26th January 2022. 
Town Mayor                                                                                         
 
 


