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SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL  
 

Minutes of the meeting of 
held in the Main Hall of Cliff House, Salcombe 

at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 22nd September 2021   
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT   * - Attendance; A- Absent; N - No Apologies Received 
Cllr Mrs N. Turton – Mayor (in the Chair)   * 
Cllr M. Fice  * 
Cllr Mrs C. Bricknell * 
Cllr R. Moore  * 
Cllr Mrs L. Sinnott  A 
Cllr I. Hatch  * 
Cllr M. Payne  A 
Cllr Miss D. Ward  A 
Cllr P. Lafferty-Holt * 
Cllr R. Whitfield   A 
 
Also in attendance: 
Dist Cllr Mrs J. Pearce                                                   *  
Dist Cllr M. Long   * 
Cty Cllr R. Gilbert   * 
Gill Claydon (Clerk) * 
Pete Robinson (Cemetery Manager and Project Officer)        *  
Tom Ladds Kingsbridge Gazette           A 
WPC Jo Pengilly             N 
  

 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members were invited to acknowledge any declarable interests, including the nature and 
extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  
Mayor and Cllr Mrs Bricknell = Young Salcombe Centre Trustees 
 

 OPEN FORUM 
Caroline Flage and Richard Turton as Trustees for Young Salcombe Centre thanked town council 
for the opportunity to speak.  Redfern House had been empty for some months and they 
outlined the reason for the building and why Beehives usage had gone.  The past function had 
the served community well and the provider had resigned as a Trustee and vacated in August 
2020.  The building had passed to the new Trustees and Richard and Caroline joined as Trustees 
in February 2021 to preserve the building for the young people of Salcombe.  The Lease had 
ended and they were holding as tenants as if nobody did so the space would be lost.  As owners 
District Council wanted to relinquish the lease stating the building was not a realistic usage for 
Salcombe any more.  The Trustees felt there was a need and wished to continue and breathe 
new life into it as a community venue.  A Section 26 notice had been served under the existing 
terms.  To date District had not responded nor proposed any new terms.  The intention of the 
notice was to secure a renewed tenancy by the 14th October.  The Trustees acknowledged that 
works needed to be done to a high standard and advised that as a separate piece of land they 
had lost the adjoining small green garden space.  They were excited about a proposed Youth 
Club along with other activities and events and wished to work with the community to see what 
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people wanted and ensure the Young Salcombe Centre was a meaningful and purposeful space 
for community.   
 
Cllr Fice wished assurance that the Young Salcombe Centre would be a facility for other events 
to be held within and this was confirmed so long as it was within the lease remit.  Cllr Lafferty-
Holt asked whether the intention was for the space was for someone to come in and use or 
rented out to many in sessions.  It was a space to use and club for young people of Salcombe 
aged 0 – 25 years along with fund raising and community events which could be booked to 
bring money back in.  Cllr Moore noted it had not been run as a youth centre for 16 years but 
locally there was a broad range of people with different requirements so were they going to 
focus on one age group and put things on.  Some groups had already expressed interest so the 
Trustees were just facilitating running the space.  Cllr Hatch asked how many young people 
lived in Salcombe now and would there be enough usage which the Trustees were confident 
there was from the interest shown.     
Caroline and Richard both left the meeting. 
 
Andrij Jurkiw explained that he had been a permanent resident in Salcombe for the last 3 
months.  He had noticed vegetation overhanging footpaths and roads making the area an 
absolute mess and felt property owners should do clearance.  He suggested that town council 
write to all residents to ask them to cut back.  Cllr Moore explained that with such a high 
percentage of second or holiday homes this did not address the problem as letters did not get 
to them. 
 
He continued that with the District Council green waste collections having now disappeared 
there were lots of bins waiting to be collected and the ones on Moult Road remained.  
Regarding motorhomes there had been a lot of overnight parking at North Sands out on the 
adjacent highway and it was the same vehicle often there.  He asked what could be done to 
encourage people to park in appropriate spaces rather than on roads and blocking pavements.  
Some also parked up and had awning sticking out over the pavement space.  Cty Cllr Gilbert 
noted that a mobile home could be reported on Devon County website under the parking link 
and then there was a procedure that could be followed.  With regard to overgrown vegetation 
this could also be reported in the same place and he urged this to be done.  It was not for Town 
Council to write to owners and as a last resort County would write to landowners and inform 
them County would do works and then bill them.  However the amount of vegetation that was 
permitted to grow out before action was taken was considerable.     
 
Some second homes were overseen by letting companies and there were owners overseas and 
it could take months to locate them and there were ones that County had to give up on.  Cllr 
Fice suggested that town council again target letting agencies on various vegetation and waste 
issues and fix up a meeting to address this.   
 
Andrij Jurkiw had owned a second home previously and spent much time in the area over the 
last 6 years.  At North East Somerset, Compton Martin Parish Council he had been a councillor 
and then Chairman.  His sole reason for joining that organisation was he saw it as way of 
putting something back into his community and this was his reason now.  He would write 
formally to town council and would like to be considered to join.  His previous parish did not 
have the same demographic of second homes but he felt a lot of situations were common to 
both areas.   
 
 District and County Councillor Reports 
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Cty Cllr Gilbert was letting his parishes know the differences between the 2017 and 2021 
electoral roll.  In Salcombe it had been 1426 registered but was now 1359 so the resident 
population was falling.  South Huish was also falling whereas South Milton, Kingston and 
Ringmore along with others were rising.  Modbury population was rising from 1517 to 1539 and 
becoming the larger area.  The population across his division was 9500 people. 
 
In Bennett Road he had received reports about a driveway jutting out which had created an 
accident.  Highways attended and decided that being as this was a temporary provision for 
builders they would leave as is but it would not be allowed to continue once build was 
complete.  The Mayor noted the intrusion into the highway had been encroaching every week.  
The Town Clerk was asked to email with this observation complaint to Cty Cllr Gilbert so he 
could take this matter further.  Cllr Hatch was concerned that the same stance was taken when 
building works were undertaken along Cliff Road with regard to a set of bollards at the junction 
and then the next minute the removal was allowed.  It was stated that the permission was 
temporary but it had grown out further so town council requested it be attended to.   
 
Enforcement statistics were received and Cty Cllr Gilbert said he would pass no comment.  Cllr 
Fice stated the statistics were just numbers as there were 44 visits in Salcombe in 105 days.  But 
72 visits were attributed to the Park and Ride in the same period.  So he questioned whether 
there were 28 days when officers did not go into Salcombe or did they go into Salcombe then 
the Park and Ride and back down to Salcombe.  He felt that 105 days was appalling coverage 
considering the parking problems.  If there were 72 visits for the Park and Ride with County 
being the enforcement contractor taking 20% of income takings this was not on.  There was no 
bus provision from Bonfire Hill as in March Town Council had decided it was not practical and 
with 60 days notice required to organise the bus it was acknowledged that queues in town in a 
constricted area would build with a bus run on quarter capacity due to Covid.  Over the 
previous Covid year Salcombe Information Centre had received less complaints with no bus 
running.  Cty Cllr Gilbert did note that the parking charges at Bonfire Hill were staggeringly 
cheap compared to others.  It was explained that this was to try and encourage drivers/visitors 
to use it but they still parked and blocked residents at Beadon.   
 
Cty Cllr Gilbert urged everyone to use the County Council website Report a Problem as there 
were various headings that could deal with issues so it was comprehensive and should be the 
first port of call. 
 
Emails from Mr Greisham had been received and forwarded to all town council along with his 
further email he addressed directly to councillors.  Cty Cllr Gilbert had advised he would be 
guided by the thoughts of the Town Council so that County maintained an advised outlook.  He 
explained he wished Town Council to give the issue some thought and decide what, if anything, 
they felt was necessary.  The complainant wished to implement solutions that may be over 
optimistic against what might be needed and/or cost effective.  The Mayor had shared thoughts 
and noted that due to Covid restrictions the town had already been tested during such closures 
when it was seen that people still drove through signage restrictions due to following SatNav, 
access to property for changeovers, deliveries and resident parking.  This was coupled with 
holidaymaker pedestrians paying less attention to oncoming vehicles because they perceived 
there would be no through traffic.  Access continued to be required for refuse lorries, deliveries 
and people moved barriers and caused arguments unless the barriers were manned.  District 
Council, and thus the town, would lose a car park at Whitestrand if there were through traffic 
restrictions along with on street parking.  To date there had been enough discontent from some 
traders due to Whitestrand car park being closed to vehicles and tables allowed to be placed for 
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Covid restrictions.  Cllr Moore said he supported virtual pavements as a clear delineator with 
which Cllr Fice agreed.  However these were not within the Highway Act although historically 
some had been installed and remained.  Those present felt the matter was back with on street 
enforcement because vehicles that were illegally parked meant traffic squeezing by.  For this 
incident the driver was apologetic and stayed at the scene and, to the best of town council 
understanding, did everything properly.  Cllrs Fice and Moore suggested this be an agenda item 
in October as consideration needed to be given to the many who needed access to private 
properties, as the road could not close to the disabled, deliveries etc.  They wished to consider 
due diligence and minute a decision following input on the legality of virtual pavements.     
 
Cllr Lafferty-Holt noted a skip had been placed opposite the Harbour Hotel for some time and 
asked if it had a permit.  Cty Cllr Gilbert suggested that the best way forward was to note the 
company name on the side of the skip and enquire.   
Cty Cllr Gilbert left the meeting. 
 
Dist Cllr Mrs Pearce advised on motorhome statistics and visits by District Locality Officers.  In 
June there were 18 early morning in North Sands Car Park on July 14th and in August just 8.  
Motorhomes tickets handed out went from 61 in June, to 58 in July dropping to 34 in August.  
She felt that the District motorhomes policy appeared to work as they had provided five car 
parks they could park in and the figures had decreased in other areas. 
 
Green waste was a discretionary service but District must collect black bins, recycling and 
clinical waste.  When they ran short of drivers they suspended the green waste first because it 
was discretionary.  Of note was they were the only district in Devon that did not charge for 
garden waste.  Some that did already charge also suspended their service and only in fact did 
summer collections.   District was taking four weekly decisions and at present had suspended 
till October 14th for their next decision.  FCC were managing to maintain the drivers they had 
but there were no new ones available so if they were short due to sick or holiday leave it got 
difficult and some rounds could not go out.  They were trying to let local members know as 
soon as this happened so a round robin could be put out around the community affected to 
advise.  So far Salcombe had not been too badly affected as there were no cancelled rounds 
just occasional households missed.  If these occurred residents must report online and drop an 
email to Dist Cllr Long or herself to follow up.  District Council was trying to maintain and 
improve on what was going out but they were working with a lot of agency drivers and if 
workers returned to depot for whatever reason and anything was said they might just not turn 
up the next day.  There were problems in other districts with missed collections and Torbay was 
also suspending green waste.  The following day the Corporate Strategy was going to District 
Council and she encouraged everyone to look at the action plan. 
 
Officially work had started on the Harbour Work Shop and along Batson with the Heras now up.  
The build would take 30 weeks and there was a lot to do with a bit of pile driving in next few 
weeks.   
 
Dist Cllr Long continued that there were areas fenced off in the car park and recycling 
area/unit.  Currently there was a one storey building works unit during piling but once this was 
completed it would become two storey.  Whilst there was a massive area of car park fenced off 
the area to be built upon was only 16 car parking spaces as the extra was work area.  Units 
were present for piling and then they would move to piling in the car park in the next two 
weeks so there could be noise complaints.  They would mark up trenches for water and power 
at the same time as the Harbour was bringing out yachts so there was a lot going on in this 



68 
 

 

space.  Bradys had won both contracts and were doing them both together which was a 
positive outcome.   
 
There had been two new tree Tree Preservation Orders served on the 16th September one at 
Hazeldene for the beech and a Woodland Order for the section of ground which ran down 
Sandhills from Bennett Road.  There would be 28 days for people to comment.  At Lower 
Rockledge the decision on Appeal was dismissed.  The Tree Officer supported that the decision 
focused on future impact on Tree Preservation Order trees and this would be picked up over 
the wider area.  It was felt that the Inspector was in tune and picked up on things regarding 
trees well.   
 
Dist Cllr Long also requested feedback and views on footpaths around Salcombe area to go into 
his annual footpaths report.  Cllr Fice was advised this morning that a large amount of trees 
were felled in Sandnes.  Dist Cllr Long responded that unless any more had been felled he was 
told by two residents that the trees removed were ones within plans for removal as they were 
on the corner and would be part of the development.  He would check again.   
 
Someone had a permit for the Creek/Shadycombe car park which they used for their AirBnB 
guests.  The guests were parked in Shadycombe as advised they could use from 13th September.  
They received a ticket which could not be rectified online but someone in the parking team had 
cleared the problem and gave further instructions to the car park enforcement team.   
 
Cllr Lafferty-Holt noted that if enforcement visits decreased and the number of tickets given out 
too would the numbers not decrease when tickets were less.  Dist Cllr Mrs Pearce advised this 
was not so because District knew the busiest days and these figures included Slapton Sands 
which was the biggest offender teams were ticketing.   
 
He continued that he had noticed old planning notices and saw one on a lamp post that had a 
response date of 11th February.  These could be taken down if the application was determined.  
Such planning signs going forward were now laminated but removal needed a pen knife to get 
them down.   
 
Cllr Mrs Bricknell had a reported bin problem on Ember Road as waste not been collected for 
weeks.  She was advised this should be reported online but some public bins were not listed 
and Dist Cllr Long would have a look the following evening.  The at Beech tree at Jubilee 
Gardens was fine and Dist Cllr Long continued to take water there regularly but it was taking 
time to settle in as early winds had shrivelled the leaves.   
 

 MINUTES 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 28th July 2021 were amended at page 56 with regard to the 
6 month permit and suggesting users should pay £3.00 per day to the holiday agencies before 
being approved to be duly signed by the Mayor as a true and correct record.   

  

 CO-OPTION 
No applications having been received this was dispensed with although a written submission 
would be received next meeting. 

 

 PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  
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The following applications were considered and responses submitted during August and early 
September under delegated authority to the Town Clerk: 

• 1285/21/HHO READVERTISEMENT (Revised plans received) Householder application for 
proposed double garage side extension High House, Frobisher Lane, Salcombe, TQ8 8AQ 
– Response 23rd September – No comment 

• 1347/21/HHO Householder application for extension to single storey garage and 
replacing existing external storage unit 12A Beadon Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8LX – 
Response 26th August – No comment. 

• 1477/21/HHO Householder application for rear / side single storey extension, loft 
conversion, side facing dormer window and internal alterations Lorima, St Dunstans 
Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8AR – Response 9th September – No comment 

• 2008/21/HHO Householder application for new outside swimming pool and extension 
to garage to form pool, plant room and Sun room/Changing room Westcombe, Lower 
Batson, TQ8 8NP – Response 26th August – No comment. 

• 2128/21/FUL READVERTISEMENT (Revised plans received) Alteration works and 
extension to first floor apartment West Fairhaven, Sandhills Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8JP – 
Response 16th September Objection as this was a proposed development of part of an 
historic house that would leave the house unbalanced and detract from the rest of the 
property.  The amount of glazing to be incorporated would cause significant light 
pollution in a dark area of the town.  The proposal was contrary to Neighbourhood Plan 
policy B1 3(b) in that the design did not respect the character of existing buildings and, 
also policy B1 3(c) in that the amount of zinc to be used did not compliment the area 

• 2743/21/HHO Householder application for rear extension, replacement windows and 
roof Somerlee House, Bonfire Hill, Salcombe, TQ8 8EE – Response 2nd September – No 
comment. 

• 2745/21/HHO Householder application for alterations including new balcony 
Meadowside, Higher Batson, TQ8 8NF – Response 23rd September – No comment. 

Cllr Fice Declared an Interest and did not comment on the following application. 

• 2841/21/HHO Householder application for new dormer in place of rooflight 38 The Old 
Printworks, Buckley Street, Salcombe, TQ8 8DD – 26th August – No comment. 

• 3025/21/FUL Roof reconstruction to apartment, including dormers. (Resubmission 
of1662/21/FUL) 14a Fore Street, Salcombe, TQ8 8BU – Response 9th September - 
Objection as the raising of the ridge height and the addition of dormers would adversely 
impact on the street scene and the Conservation Area, thereby being contrary to 
Salcombe Neighbourhood Plan policy para 2 in general and in particular para 2a.  If 
approval was considered then there needed to be a Construction Management Plan 
that avoided any work being carried out between 1 May and 30 September in any year. 

• 3101/21/VAR Variation of condition 3 (approved plans) of planning consent 
41/2271/05/RM Land at Lorima, St Dunstans Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8AR – Response 23rd 
September.  Objection. These were not minor amendments, so a section 73 application 
was not appropriate. There was an increased amount of glazing and a change in the size 
of the proposed properties.  The increased glazing would cause additional light pollution 
in a dark wooded corner. 

• 3133/21/HHO Householder application for alterations and reconstruction of first floor 
(resubmission of 2779/20/HHO) Hillsbrook, Herbert Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8HN – 
Response 23rd September – No comment. 

 
The following applications were duly considered, and such observations sent to the District as 
Planning Authority; Nothing further received. 
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APPLICATION FOR WORKS TO TREE PRESERVATION TREES 

• 3098/21/TPO Proposal: T1: Sitka Spruce - Fell to provide space for construction vehicle 
access.  Marhaba, Beadon Road,Salcombe TQ8 8LU – Objection as this application 
related to facilitating the Planning permission and development at the neighbouring 
property Sandnes. 

 
There was no arboricultural justification for the removal of this tree. The Sitka Spruce 
although a non-native species did contribute the diversity of tree species in the area, 
biodiversity and woodland cover. The reason that the application was being requested 
was to assist in construction access, on adjoining land, was not relevant and should not 
be considered.  During consideration of the Planning Application on the neighbouring 
site and related Construction Management Plan (CMP) trees in the access area both on 
the application site and neighbouring sites were reviewed and no impact or restriction 
was given or noted at that time when any issues could or should have been identified.  
There was extensive review of the access, difficulties and requirements during what 
were extended discussions on the CMP, reassurance was given that no trees in the 
access area would be impacted. 

 
There was no justification for the removal of this tree. 

 
Should the Tree Officer be minded to approving this application, mitigation planting 
would be required and accepted.  However, the re-planting should be on the basis, due 
to the size of the Sitka Spruce, of the recognised replant ratio of 3 to 1. The mitigation 
should be with a Scots Pine and two English Oak of the size proposed. The replant trees 
should be conditioned with a 10 year maintenance requirement. In addition each tree to 
be subject to an individual TPO designation. 

 

• 3383/21/TPO T004 and T005: Ash - Fell due to Ash die-back Land At Sx 737 390, 
Bonaventure Road, Salcombe – Response 12th October – Town Council application so 
Tree Warden would submit comments. 

Dist Cllr Mrs Pearce left the meeting. 
PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE 

• Email received from a resident in East Portlemouth noting the recent loss of Appeal for 
Lower Rockledge and suggesting that a Tree Preservation Order or Woodland Order be 
considered to preserve the trees in this and the adjacent area. 

• As there was a new Order Pete Robinson had enquired as some shrubs and trees within 
this TPO which bordered Sandhills and Bennett Roads were included in Town Council’s 
Hedge Cutting Flail Map and was permission required to flail as the schedule was not 
specific.  The schedule stated you may not: 
(a) cut down, top, lop, uproot, wilfully damage or wilfully destroy; or 
(b) cause or permit the cutting down, topping, lopping, uprooting, wilful damage or 
wilful destruction of – Dist Cllr Long was to check whether this work could be done 
without permit application on highway safety grounds. 

 

 CODE OF CONDUCT 2021 
It was AGREED to adopt the Local Government Association updated Code of Conduct provided 
by District as the model Code.  Updated declarations of interest would be completed by all 
town councillors. 
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 DISTRICT DRAFT MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FOR PLANNING 
This document referred to planning and the way it was conducted along with how District 
Officers and Parish Councils worked together and was proposed in order to tighten up on 
planning operation.  Salcombe Town Council was one of the better councils and Dist Cllr Long 
had discussion with the DM committee and this did work in a number of areas.  Town Council 
needed to be consulted more on Section 106 negotiations but it was AGREED that if the 
document remained in the same format Salcombe Town Council were not opposed to it. 
 

 SALCOMBE PRIMARY PRE-SCHOOL CONSULTATION 
It was AGREED to Support the proposed merger of Salcombe C of E Primary and Salcombe Pre-
School by 5th October.   

 

 OPEN SPACES SPORT AND RECREATION 
Cllr Fice noted there was a 3G artificial pitch in Kingsbridge.  Salcombe needed the same as 
currently the football club had to travel to Kingsbridge as there was nowhere else to train.  Such 
provision should be on the site next to the old hockey club.  If Salcombe received section 106 
monies into the town then they should be spent there.  Dist Cllr Long noted that Kingsbridge 
would have more section 106 contributions coming in due to recent developments. 
   
Item 1 regarding the football goal posts at The Berry was a request made by youngsters 
wanting to use the area.  It was questioned about vandalism and maintenance and noted 
funding could cover the tree works at the end of the Rugby Club area which needed to be 
cleared and nets put up to stop balls going over. 
 
A suggestion that Salcombe and Malborough should pay a split of monies for their football club 
nets was questioned as they had bought nets already and the team paid to play in Malborough.  
Therefore Malborough should provide equipment hire that was paid for. 
 
It was AGREED to adopt the updated plan as presented and acknowledged that quotes and 
information for provision of floodlights at Salcombe Rugby Club and goalposts at The Berry had 
been sent by the respective representatives. 
Andrij Jurkiv left the meeting. 

 

 BONAVENTURE WOODS  
It was AGREED that further works required at a cost of £560.00p + VAT (£672.00p) at 
Bonaventure Woods, be added to the approved works appointed to Devon Tree Services, so 
that they could be carried out under the same Road Closure Order. 

 

 BONFIRE HILL CAR PARK 
It was AGREED as below; 

• White Rose be requested to in fill potholes and surface repairs at a cost of £2675.00.  
Ongoing the other companies would be approached for a warranty term for their longer 
lasting more expensive products. 

• The matter with regard to the ongoing damage to the height barriers and whether to 
redesign, or repair was DEFERRED to request more information on design and other 
solutions.  Better signage at the car park would also be considered. 

 

 THE BERRY AND REDFERN WOODS FOOTPATH BARRIERS 
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It was AGREED as below; 

• To await a response from District with regard to cost and whether they could do the 
work to repair the rotten gate and post on the playing field.  In the meantime the access 
would be secured. 

• Safety repairs on Redfern Woods footpath would be quoted on along with the steps and 
surfacing. Plan B SHDC   

• Tree works to dismantle the upper canopy of a tree due to fungal presence be given to 
Knowle Tree Servies at a cost of £850. 

 

 REPORTS 
MAYORS’S REPORT  

Monday 16th August Airband Zoom presentation 
Airband representative Lynda Sudlow joined, via Zoom, a select group of Town Councillors once 
the Mayor was able to join herself and open the meeting - a timely display of connectivity 
problems.  Founded in 2009, Airband was an independent internet service provider (ISP) 
bringing high speed broadband to homes, business, and industry in rural and hard-to-reach 
areas.  In partnership with Connecting Devon & Somerset, Airband had been commissioned to 
build a brand new, ultrafast FTTP (Fibre To The Premises) broadband network to transform 
connectivity in an area.  They would be surveying in Salcombe in September and starting work 
in April 2022, aiming to complete in June 2022, if timings went to plan.  They would be using 
existing underground ducts and telegraph poles, as well as erecting new poles, and providing 
their own street cabinets.  They were initially given a list of 197 addresses in ‘bad spots’ but 
were hoping that Salcombe could be one of the proposed Demand Led projects and the whole 
area covered, but that was yet to be decided.  This was, of course, a paid for service if one 
chose to sign up with Airband, the same as when choosing from existing internet providers, and 
putting in the infrastructure was all that was happening at the moment. 
 
Wednesday 1st August Kingsbridge and Salcombe Chamber of Commerce Committee Meeting 
On Wednesday 1st August the Mayor attended the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Chamber of 
Commerce committee meeting in Kingsbridge.   
The Chamber now had 154 Members, 28 of whom were new Members coming directly from 
the ‘Dress to Impress’ project.  This was a grant-making project for businesses in Kingsbridge, 
Salcombe, Modbury and the surrounding areas to assist the post-lockdown recovery, which 
paid out £7,016 to 40 businesses in phase one.  KSCC had received £25,000 from the District 
Council as part of the Government’s Additional Restrictions Grant, aimed at helping businesses 
recover from the impact of the pandemic, and these funds would be used to implement phase 
two of the ‘Dress to Impress’ project.  Increased promotion would now be put in place. 
Due to the resignation of the former Chair, a Leadership Team consisting of the Vice Chair, 
Treasurer and Secretary were running the Chamber until the AGM.  The new Team hoped to 
reinvigorate the Chamber, and the ARG funding would help this.  They were also looking for 
more and better engaged committee members.  They had employed on a 6 month contract an 
Assistant Secretary/Marketing person.  The Chamber’s strategic aims for 2021/2022 would be 
taken to the AGM and the top 5 goals would be prioritised.  These included: finding/creating 
additional business space for the area; creating a year round economy; ensuring job 
opportunities for young people; encouraging carbon neutral business; promoting innovation in 
business; encouraging skilled jobs for the area; connectivity for business (transport and 
internet). 
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A £4,000 fund had been allocated to the ‘Ignite’ project as direct support for start-up 
businesses, which would include the first 12 months Membership of the Chamber.  Further 
details were being worked on, and this project tied in with the strategic aims of the Chamber. 
 
Friday 3rd September Mayors & Clerks with District Council  
On Friday 3rd September the Mayor attended, along with the Clerk, the regular Mayors and 
Clerks review meeting with South Hams District Council, held virtually via Teams.  Kingsbridge 
and Ivybridge were also present, but apologies from Dartmouth and Totnes. 
They were given an update on the waste and recycling service including the suspension of the 
non-statutory garden waste collection.  Although FCC, SHDC’s contractor, had offered a 15% 
salary increase and bonus they were still very short-staffed which had been exacerbated by 
high sickness rates as well as national driver shortages.  There were no cost implications to 
SHDC in terms of the pay increase as they had a set contracted price for FCC to provide these 
services.  The Chief Executive, Andy Bates, stated that SHDC had an 8 year contract with FCC 
and were meeting with the company weekly and talking much more frequently to ensure that 
FCC fulfilled the contract.  Those present were informed that District were invoking weekly 
penalty clauses but terminating the contract would be too costly on the District Council and 
there would still be the issue of the driver shortage.  The idea of providing a communal skip for 
garden waste was not being considered but if the problem continued then it may be looked at.   
The Localities team’s summer schedule of extended hours worked well.  The Mayor raised the 
issue that Salcombe was ‘last’ on the bin emptying timetable and would like to see this 
reversed so that Salcombe, who had so many issues with over-full street bins, was cleared up 
first thing.   
In response to the pandemic, changing landscape, climate emergency and emerging 
opportunities, District was looking to work closely with Towns and Parishes on a future strategy 
for the whole region.  Provision of electric car charging points was raised and District was 
starting to create a network of charging spaces in their car parks, but the costs were colossal.  
The Chief Executive wanted the towns to tell District what their proposals for each town were. 
The consultation on rewilding areas of the District had closed and showed a 10% increase in 
participation, receiving over 1000 responses with 97% supportive of their plans.  They would 
now map the proposals for further comment. 
The new Freeport application was still ongoing.  It included land within South Hams at Langage 
and Sherford, and the principal objective was to secure and improve marine and high-tech 
employment. 
 
Saturday 18th September Tally Ho! new integrated bus service launch  
On Saturday 18th September, the Mayor and Deputy Mayor attended the inauguration of the 
new Tally Ho! bus service linking Salcombe, Kingsbridge and Totnes, which was officially 
launched by Anthony Mangnall MP.  The event was hosted by Colin Billington at his private 
transport museum located just outside Kingsbridge and timed to coincide with the Vintage Bus 
Running Day.  The launch was also attended by Devon County Councillor Rufus Gilbert, 
representatives from GWR and Kingsbridge Town Council, Don McIntosh and his team from 
Tally Ho!, along with some of the many volunteers who helped make the day such a success.   
 
The new bus service was one of the first in the South West to carefully integrate train and bus 
travel making it easier to visit the South Hams, plus helping local residents and businesses who 
sought to move away from car use.  This new service would be a direct link between the three 
towns which brought an opportunity to promote and grow tourism, business, and trade.  The 
recently announced Government National Bus Strategy promotes extended local services and 
rail/bus integration, so the South Hams was already head of the game! 



74 
 

 

 
Citizen of the Year 2021 
The decision was taken not to rush the Citizen of the Year award this year for several reasons – 
firstly, as a country we were only just beginning to come out of restrictions on public gatherings 
at the time we usually announced our search, and even now we were not 100% certain that 
large events would not need to be cancelled due to the possible reintroduction of Covid-related 
limitations on civic life as everyone moved through the autumn.  Secondly, local volunteer 
organisations did not normally meet during August, so this item did not have enough time to go 
on their agendas and be decided upon.  Furthermore, the knock-on effect of that timing meant 
that all nominations would not make the September meeting to be able to decide on the 
Citizen, and the October meeting was after the Civic Lunch would have taken place.  There was 
also the question of enough turnaround time for the making of the plaque itself and getting it 
sent.  What could be done once a Citizen had been chosen from the many nominations 
anticipated, would be to hold a small award ceremony, presenting the plaque to the recipient 
in front of their name on the board in the library along with an invitation to attend the Civic 
Lunch next year, inviting a reporter from the Gazette as well for proper publicity. 
 
Vandalism and graffiti 
Yesterday, Tuesday 21st, Cllr Mrs Bricknell reported graffiti and vandalism to the shelter and 
benches at Beadon Cross – it was infantile; lewd writing and drawings in marker pen.  The 
bench by the Welcome Gardens had been pulled off three of its leg brackets so would need to 
be dealt with by District.  The Mayor reported this to the police by email to 101 with 
photographic evidence, also informed District Councillors, and at 8pm she went back up with 
her husband – they sandpapered the graffiti from the benches, and painted the section of wall 
above the bench in the bus shelter to cover the graffiti.   Many thanks to Richard Turton for 
being volunteered, yet again! 
 
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

• Cllr Mrs Bricknell – Had been asked by two ladies if something could be done about rats 
at North Sands.  Kevin Bowyer of South West Ambulance Trust had offered defibrillator 
training which should have taken place last year but Covid stopped.  The question of 
attendance for such would be put to all town organisations to ascertain numbers.   

• Cllr Fice – The amendment to the Neighbourhood Plan was now with the independent 
examiner so they were awaiting to hear.  He asked if anything had been heard back by 
Town Council regarding use of the Hockey Club and legal discussions from District.  
Nothing was forthcoming.  

• Cllr Lafferty-Holt – Went for a run and found the path to Malborough was choked with 
vegetation growing back over the path.  Dist Cllr Long agreed a cut was needed as it was 
becoming a single track.  Devon County would not cut again until early next year and as 
this was a cycle path could section 106 money be used for upkeep. 

• Cllr Hatch – Noted all drains were blocked again as they were not being cleared.  Cllr 
Lafferty-Holt personally had a meeting with Adam Keay and been advised that gulley 
sucking was only carried out every 3 years and there was no additional funding.  It was 
not three years since the gulleys were done but those blocked were not cleared.  These 
could be reported online and all were urged to register individual ones.  Town Council 
would carry out a review of the earlier Town Council plan of drains that were blocked 
and see if there had been any changes.  

 
CLERK’S REPORT 
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• County enforcement visits in town and within the park and ride were obtained and 
passed to all town council. 

• A resident had raised concern with regard to speeding in Onslow Road.  This matter had 
been investigated with County Highways who advised that a SCARF survey had been 
carried out and the speeds captured did not support a Visually Activated Sign and had 
been advised on Main Road. 

• Invitations for the Civic Lunch along with details for nomination of the Citizen of the 
Year had been sent to all organisation representatives.  The Harbour Hotel had agreed a 
menu and to hold the price per person to the last Civic Lunch cost in 2019. 

• A meeting at Ember Road to discuss inconsiderate parking outside someone’s window 
on a downstairs flat that had no other window light had raised two ideas.  One was for 
County to consider yellow lines and the other was for large planters on the pavement to 
stop vehicles being left.  Discussion were also raised by tenants with LiveWest to write 
to those who were not using their designated parking spaces and the other ideas were 
left awaiting a response.  No progress had been made to date. 

• Following a request from Alexis Huggins with regard to the Open Spaces policy projects 
the Mayor and Clerk had met with a play equipment provider to start to consider 
possible equipment to be installed at the parks and also for a trim trail.  This was in early 
stages and suggestions were to be circulated in due course but there was a need to get 
ideas in so that money could be allocated. 

• District had advised that they had considered the FCC waste collection service at the 
September Executive and would continue the current suspension and review Garden 
Waste collection at their 14th October Executive. 

• Woodland Trust had confirmed that the tree packs would be delivered at the beginning 
of November.  Dist Cllr Long, as Tree Warden, was arranging planting and had suggested 
getting the school children involved.  As to whether other helpers would be required 
confirmation was awaited. 

• The Department for Transport had made £400,000 available for the purchase of eCargo 
bikes. 
• Funding covered up to 40% of the total cost of an ecargo bike, up to a maximum 
of £2,500 for two-wheel models and £4,500 for three-wheel models. 
• Application could be made for up to five eCargo bikes per organisation. 
• Limited companies, sole traders, partnerships, charities and not-for-profit 
organisations were all eligible to apply. Public, community or third sector organisations 
were also eligible provided they were legally constituted and had the appropriate formal 
structure. The deadline to apply was 14 December 2021. 

• No further progress was made with finding a contractor to cut footpaths locally within 
the County budget.  However County had appeared to have the paths cut so it was not 
known what would be arranged going forward.  The annual footpath checks for the 
Parish Paths Scheme should be completed before February 2022 and it might be 
prudent to commence this soon. 

• Mike Stickland, Kingsbridge Area Foodbank advised that they paid £4000 per month 
from their funds and had requested that Town Council ask their District Councillors to 
contribute £1000 from their community fund to continue this service.  Noted. 

• Pete Robinson advised this afternoon that the Office 365 packages for Clerk and Project 
Manager were due to be renewed on 2nd November and 2nd December.  Thirty days 
notification for any changes was required so a decision needed to be made tonight. 
Town Council currently paid £11.50 per user at Pulse 8 which equated to £138 p.a.  Even 
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if an Annual personal use was purchased this would be £59.99p.a.  Pete Robinson was 
requested to give notice to cancel the current supply and obtain an Annual usage.   

 

 FINANCE 
EXTERNAL AUDIT 

An email had been received advising that the external audit review was complete with no 
matters raised and a Notification of Closure of Audit would be placed on the noticeboard for 
the due period along with such details uploaded to the website. 
 
Bank Balances 
Current Account £500.00 
Deposit Account £477961.97 (to include £362,044.97 held for projects in reserves) Balance 
£115917.00 
 
Receipts:  
SHDC – 2nd Precept 2021/22 £46275.00 
 
APPROVED Internet payments to: 
Green Bee Salcombe Ltd – Maintenance and Osmo lacquer for noticeboards and gates £572.40 
Hawthorns Accounting Sers. Ltd – Payroll May – Sept. £92.50 
HMRC – Tax and NI Aug £795.51 and Sept £795.31 
NEST Aug and Sept – Pension £363.82 
Wages Aug £1854.22 and Sept – £1854.42 
SHDC – Maintenance July (August invoice not yet received) £1261.20 
Pear Technology Sers Ltd – Cemetery Software technical support and updates £270.00 
PKF – External Audit £480.00 
 

 NEXT MEETING 
Town Council meetings recess during August so the next meeting would be held 27th October 
2021. 
 
Meeting ended: 21.00p.m.   
 
 
 
……………………………………………..    27th October 2021. 
Town Mayor                                                                                         
 
 


