
smarrer authority name; SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &

ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2019

The Accounts and Audit ulations 2015 (Sl 20151234

NOTICE

1. Date of announcement (a)

2. Each year the smaller authority's Annual Governance and Accountability
Return (AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by
Smaller Authorities' Audit Appointments Ltd. The unaudited AGAR has been
published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor,
it is subject to change as a result of that review'
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the
accounting records for the iinancial year to which the audit relates and all
bOOkS, deedS, Contracts, bills, vouchers, re6eipts and Other dOCumentS relating
to those records must be made available for inspection by any person
interested. For the year ended 31 March 2019, these documents will be available
on reasonable notice by application to:

(b) Gill Claydon - To'.r,'n CierURFO,
Salcombe Town Ccuncil,
Cliff House,
Cliif Road,
Salcombe, TQB 8JA

commencing cn (c) 
-Monday 

17 June 2019

and ending on (d) 
--Friday 

26 July 2019

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

r The oppodunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

. The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of lvhich
the appointed auditor couid either make a pubiic interest report or apply to
the coud ior a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authoritY.

Tne appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 belol for

ihis purpose betlveen the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority's AGAR is subiect to review by the appointed auditor
under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO's Code of Audit Practice
2015. The appointed auditor is:

PKF Littleiohn LLP (Ref : SBA Team)
1 Westferry Circus
Canary Wharf
London E14 4HD
(sba @ pkf:littleiohn.cgm)

5. This announcement is made by (e) Gill Claydon - Town ClerURFO

(a) lnsert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before
the date 1n (c) below

tb) lnsert name, posiilon and
acjdressr'teiephone number/ email
aCdress, as appropriate, oi the Clerk or
other person to which any person may
appiy to inspeci the accounts

(c) lnsert date, which must oe at ieast 1

cay aiter the date ol announcement ln (a)
above and ai least 30 

"vorking 
days

before the date appointed in (d) below

(d) The inspection period between (c)

and (d) must be 30 worklng days
inclusive and must include the iirst 10
working days oi July.

/e) lnsert name and position of person
placing the nolice - ihis person must be
the responsible financial officer for the
smaller authority

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27

NOTES



LOC.AL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and 'other' smaller authorities.

The basic position

The i-ocai F,uCit ancj Acqqu-n:lqotiliy Acllagi+ (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities. This summary expJains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act, The Act
and the Acccun'is and Audit Recuiaricns 20i 5 aiso cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related
documents. lf you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and oblect to them. You do not have lo pay directty for exercising
your rights. However, any resultrng costs incurred bythe smaller authorityform part of its running costs.
iherefore, indirectly, Iocal residenis pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council
tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to loeai

electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audrt relates and all

books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipls and other documents relating to those records' You

can copy all, or par1, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or

relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the

accounts, orthat include personal information (Section 26 (6) - (10) of the Act explains what is meant

by personal information). You cannot inspect information rvhich is protected by commercial

coniidentiality, This is information which would prejuciice commercia! conf identiality if it was released to

the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financlal year and approved them,

they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
'peiioO for the exercise of public rights', during which you can exercise your statutory righl to inspect

the accounting recorcis. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advefiising this on their

website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records, You may

have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day pei'iod must include a common period of inspection

during wniifr attsmatter authorities'accounting records are avaiiable to inspect. This wlll be 1-12 July

20igJor ZOlBllg accounts. The adverlisement must set oui the dates of the period for the exercise oJ

public r-ights, how you can commun jcate to the smailer authority that you wish io inspect the accounting

records anU related documents, the name and address ol the auditor, and the relevant legislation that

governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the

details, lf you are a iocal elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in iaw.

However, while the auditor wili answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to

do so. For exampte, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require

investigation beyond the auditor's remit, cr invoive dispropoltionate cost (which is borne by the local

taxpaylr). Give your smaller authority the opportunity f irst to explain an!'thing in ihe accounting records

that you are unsure about. lf you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external

auditor about the accounting reccrds.

The law llmits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for

the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible' The



advertisement or notice that teils you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means forrnally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external audttor questions.

Before you ask the external audltor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public righls. You may ask your smaller authority other questions

about their accounts for any year, at any time, But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being auditecj. However, your right to ask the external audltor questions is limited, The external
auditor can only answer 'what' questions, not 'why' questions. The externai auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item

in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must aiways be about facts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, \,ve recommend that you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make obiections at audit

You have inspected the accounling records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you

may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there

are matters of wider concern arising from the smal{er authority's finances. A local government elector

can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item ol account is

unlaw{ul, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external

auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why

you think that a public inierest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor

with the evidence you have to suppon your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not

make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to

make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the

smaller authority, The notice must include:

. confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority's area;
r wh! you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;
a deta!ls of any item ln the accounts that you think is unlawful; and
. details of any mafier about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest

rannrl
, vPv' t,

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor

to aci within the powers avaiiable under the :-ocai AuCri arc Acco;-;nlabiiit-v:\c!l?Aiji.

A final word

you may not use this 'right to object' to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller

authority. You should tak-e such complalnts to your local Citjzens'Advice Bureau, iocal Law Centre or

to your soljciior. Smaller authoritles, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs ol dealing wiih questions

and objectlons. ln deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor

must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only conttnue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so, They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frrvolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. lf you appeal to the courts against

an auditor's decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawf ul, you

will have to pay for the action yourself .

For more detailed guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of ihe
publication -i-ecai authoritY
voui'riqhis are available from the NAO website.

1f you wish io contact your authority's appointed
externai auditor please write to the address in

pa;'agraph 4 of the Natice of Publlc Rights and
Pubtication of Unaudited Annual Governance &

Ac cou ntab i I ity R etu r n.



Section 1 -Annual Governance Staternent 2018119

We acknowledge as the members of:

Salcombe Town Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accouniing Statements. We confinn, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2019, that:

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describ'e how the
authoriiy will address the weaknesses ident!fied. These sheets should be published with the Annual Governance Statement,

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a 1 
Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where

meeting of the auihority on: approval was given:

Chairman

Clerk

Other information required by the Transparency Codes (not part of Annual Governance Statement)
Auihority web address

www.sa lcombeiowncou ncil. gov. u k

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2018/19 Part 3 Page 4 of 6
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*

1. We have pul in place anangements for efiective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
lhe accounting statements.

prcpared its accaunting s*arerrenfs i, accordance
utith the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2- We maintained an adequate sysiern of intemal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and com;ption and reviewed iis efrec'iiveness.

nade propet arangements and accepted responsibility
fat safeguarding the public naney and resaurces in
its charge.

3. We toak all reasonabie steps te assure ourselves
that there are no maters of actua' or polentiai
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that eould have a significant frnancial etrect
on the ability of this aulhority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

has anly doRe what it has the legal pov/er to do and has
cofiplied u/ith Praper Prcetices in doing so.

4. We provided ptopet opportunity duilng the year for
the exereise of eleclors' rights in acsrdance with the
requirements of the Accounls and Audil Regulations.

during the year gave al! persons interested the oppaftunity to
inspect and ask quesl.,bns aiout this authatity's aceounls.

5. We carried oilt an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, ineluding the introduction of intemal controls and/or
extemal insurance cover whets required.

caosidered and dacumented the Enancial and other risks it
faces and deaft with them prcperly.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
efrective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and eontrol systems.

,{
aaanged for a canpelant person, independent at the frnanc'ia]
controls and procedures, to give an abiective view on whethet
lntefiel controls meet the needs of this snailer authority.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reporls from intemal and exlernal audit-

responded ta natters brough! to its attention by intemal and
external audit.

8, We considered whether any litigaiien, iiabilities or
commilmeflts, events or tlansactlons, occuning either
duri*g or after ihe year-end, have e financial impaci on
this authority and, \,vhere approPriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

dlsclased everything it shauld have abaut its Susiness acivily
duing the year including events taking place afrer the year
end if relevant.

9. (For lacal councils only) Trust fund$ including
chatitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we disctlarged our accountab;lity
respcnsibllities for the fu nd(slassets, includiag
financial .eporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

has met all af its.esporsr'tirfi'es where, a$ a body
carporate, rl rs a sole managing trustee of a local
,rusl or a.rsfs.

At*. M*, Qoi.T
=3and recorded as minute reierence:tl



Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2018/19 for

Salcombe Town Council

271,912 321,381
Total bafances and reserves at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
1ox 7 of previous year.

Total amount of procegt {or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total incame or receipts as recorded in lhe cashbook iess
the precept or rates/levies received gine 2). lnclude any
grants received.

Total expenditure ar payfients made ta and on behalf af
all employees. lnclude sa/an'es and utages, PAYE and Nl
(employees and employers), pensian contibutions and
employment expenses.

4. (-) Staff costs

Totat expenditure or payfients af capital and interest
made duing the year on the autbority's bonowings (if any)

Tatal expenditure ar payfien{s as recorded in the cash-
book less slaff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments $ine 5).

6. (-) All other payments

347,997
Tatal balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
egual (1+2+3) - {4+5+6}.321,381

8. Total value ofcash and
short term investments 305,622 333,889

7he sum of al! current and deposit bank accounts, cash
haldings and short *rm investments held as at 3, March -
Ta agree with bank reconeitiation,

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investrnents
and assets

286,478 288,478
The value of all the property the authority olvrs - it is made
up o{ all its fxed assels and long term investmerrls as af
31 March.

16. Total bonowings
0 0

The autstandlng capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third parti*s {including PWLB).

The Cauncil, as a body corparate, acrs as sole trustee for
and r's responsible for managing Trust funds or assefs.

11. (For Local Councils Only) Disclosure note
re Trusi funds {including charitable)

N.B. The figures in the accaunting statements above do
not include any Trust transactions.

I ceriifu that for the year ended 31 March 2019 the Accounting
Staiements in this Annual Govemance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on elther a receipts and payments

or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a
Practitioners'Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority ior approval

Date
t'th MqqQoiq

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on thls date:

€rh Mftfl eclg
as recorded in minute reference:

lo
Signed by Chairman of the meeting whera the Accounting
Statpments were approved

N^{-1l\-UL- \{n
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